
The Most Interesting Planet in the Solar System

Level 200

Earth Science
· Print this file now.  It will be easier to read from the printed paper as you work.


· Choose “Save as” from the “File” menu.  Save this file on your disk as “<yourlastnameplanetassignment> " (Example: If your name is “okumura” and the topic of this assignment is “planet”, save this paper as “okumuraplanetassignment”.)  Open this file in the future when you work.

· Choose "New" from the "File" menu.  Save this file on your disk as  “<yourlastnameplanetreport> ".  When you are ready to begin typing your report, use this Word document.  Be sure to put your name and date in the top right corner.  Center your title.  Double space your work.  

· When you finish your report, print out a copy for yourself.  Then send an Email to me (krauss@lclark.edu) with your report as an attachment.  If you need help, ask your teacher. 
Your Investigation:  All your friends say that Earth is the most interesting planet in our solar system.  You don't agree.  You have decided to tour the Solar System using the World Wide Web to find the most interesting planet.  When you return, you will make a report on the planet you chose as most interesting. **********************************************************************

Your Report:  Write a report (300-400 words) on the most interesting planet.  Don't copy directly from Web pages.  Use your own words if possible.  If you do use words from your source, use quotation marks.  In your paper, when you get information from a source, you must tell the reader where the source is located.  This is called "citing" or "documenting" your sources.  The reader can locate your sources and do more research.

1) Web source:  The Giant Red Spot on Jupiter is so big that the earth could fit inside of it." (http://www.EnchantedLearning.com/subjects/astronomy/planets/jupiter/)

Use Edit(Copy and Edit( Paste to get the addresses correct.  
2) For information from your book:  Jupiter has colored bands.  These are gas clouds where storms are happening. (Marshall, 1997, p. 82)

Your report should include:

1) Introduction:  tell why you decided to write about this particular planet

a) 2) Body: should include

b) basic facts about your planet (location, size, how it got its name, what it's made of, if it can be seen from earth, what its surface looks like) 

c)  at least five differences between Earth and your favorite planet 

d) the most interesting feature of your planet

3) Conclusion: Do you think humans will be visiting the planets in the future?  Why or why not? Would you like to visit your planet?  Why or why not?
4) One or more images (photos) of your planet, taken from the Internet.  Follow these steps to get photos from the Internet: 
1. In Netscape, click and hold the mouse button down on the photo you want.  Choose "Save image as. . ."  Save the image file to your disk.  
2.  In Microsoft Word, choose Insert(Picture(from file.  Locate the image file on your disk.  Click on "Insert" and the image will be put in your Word document.

3.  Do you need to make your image smaller?  Click on the image in your Word document.  "Handles" will appear.  Hold the "Shift" key down and keep it down.  Drag the handles toward the center of the image to make it smaller.  If you want the image centered on your page, click on the centering button on your toolbar.
**********************************************************************

Sites to Search: (Use your book + two of the Web sites below for your report. 

1) http://www.dustbunny.com/afk/planets/planets.htm (The Planets – Astronomy for Kids)  Click on the link for your planet.  You will find information such as size, visibility, where the name came from, surface features and more!

2) http://www.EnchantedLearning.com/subjects/astronomy/planets/index.shtml (The Planets – Zoom Astronomy)  This is a *great* site.  Click on the photo of your planet.  You will find lots of interesting facts and images.  For example, did you know that the earth could fit into the Great Red Spot on Jupiter??

3) http://www.germantown.k12.il.us/html/solsysa.html (The Solar System)

NOTE:  Do NOT click any links on the first page of this site.  Read the text on the first page.  Then choose the planet you want to research from the links at the bottom of the page. 

**********************************************************************
Read your work carefully and correct any mistakes.  Don’t forget to Spellcheck! (Choose “Spelling and Grammar” from the “Tools” menu.) 
To complete this assignment.  You can:

1) Print your report and keep a copy.
2) Email your report as an attachment to your teacher.
I hope you have enjoyed your study of the Solar System and have improved your English at the same time!
********************************************************************

This activity is adapted from the “Scenarios” concept created by Joan Berger.  A collection of scenarios can be found at http://www.concentric.net/~jberger5/Activitiesindex.html
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