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Names _____________________________
_____________________________________________________________

The Moon's Phases (Web Activity)
http://et.sdsu.edu/mwasinski/astronomy/moon/phases.html
The purpose of this activity is to learn more about the moon.  Why does the moon change shape?  Why does it get bigger and smaller?  Does the moon rotate?  Does it revolve?  Can we see just one side of the moon or both sides?  Why?  You will learn this and more!  You will also learn to read, write, speak and listen in English about all these things!

 Please write your answers below.  Use complete sentences!  Work with a partner.  You will turn in only one paper.  Be sure to follow the directions carefully.  Ask your teacher if you need help.  If you don't know the meaning of a word, use the online dictionary at http://nhd.heinle.com/
1. The moon ___________ the Earth as the ___________ orbits the 

___________.    It takes 365 days for the _____________________________

_____________________________________________________________

2. True or False - It takes the moon 27.3 days to orbit the earth.

3. Did you answer #2 false?  GOOD!  Now, explain why it takes 29.5 days (NOT 27.3 days) for the moon to orbit the earth.

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

4. Click the link: "Patterns of Eclipses."  Look at the drawing.  Read the two paragraphs above the drawing.  We have a “New Moon”  every month.  Why don't we have an eclipse every month?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

5 a)  Use the "Communicator menu" to come back to "Moon Phases."  The earth rotates on its axis.  The moon also rotates on its axis.  Why do we only see one side of the moon?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

b) Experiment: do this now!!  One of you be the Moon and the other one be the Earth. Ask a third student to watch.  Moon should walk around (revolve around) Earth, but always keep his/her  face towards Earth.  Did Moon rotate?  If so, how many times?  Earth, did you see all sides of Moon or just one?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

6. Click on "Go to Phases" at the bottom of the page.  Click on “Moon Phase Viewer.”  You will see "Point of View."  Click  on it so show "Both."  Click on “Animate.” and watch what happens.  Click on “Stop.”  Do this many times.  Look at the numbers in the “Moon Phase” box.  Do you know what they mean?  

Write a paragraph describing what you see.  Use present continuous verb tenses. (-ing).   Use some of these vocabulary words: earth, moon, sun, shadow, changing, bigger, smaller, moving, revolving, rotating, orbiting, phases of the moon

Here is a topic sentence to begin your paragraph:

When I click “Animate,” I see many things happening. ______________ _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

7. What are the names of the 8 phases of the moon?

Full moon, _________, _________, _________, _________, _________, 

_________, _________ . 

8. When the moon is waxing, is it getting bigger or smaller?

9. Draw a picture of each phase of the moon and put its name next to it.

10. You read about most of this information in your textbook.  Was it helpful to use the Internet to study this information?  Please explain why or why not.  Use a topic sentence and give examples.

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
Now explain your opinion to your partner.  You can look at your notes, but don’t read!
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