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Introduction
This Web Page is an introduction to the course you are about to take, 'Diversity and Civil Rights in the U.S.' The U.S., like all other countries, has positive and negative events in its history. We will study the U.S. Civil Rights Movement of the 1950's and 1960's. However, to truly understand this critical period of time, it is necessary to look at the prejudice and racism which made that movement necessary.

Prejudice exists in all countries and all cultures. The purpose of this Web page is to show you examples of prejudice in the U.S. This activity may be hard for you. You will probably find examples of discrimination against people from your country or ethnic group. I hope that by feeling some of the anger or hurt that others have felt, the course you are about to take will be more meaningful and important to you.

Instructions: 
*
You may complete the following Internet activities alone or by working in a group. 
*
First, you should take a quick look at all the links. If you find words you don't know, copy and paste them into the online dictionary http://www.merriamwebster.com/
to find out their meaning.
*
Next, choose two that interest you. Explore them as long as needed to answer the questions. 
*
When you are ready, each student should write paragraphs answering the questions for the two links you chose. Type your answers in the boxes and click "Send" when done. Your writing will be Emailed to your teacher.
*
You will be graded for this activity. Your grade will be based on your ideas and your English. Each paragraph needs a clear topic sentence and examples for support. Use your best grammar, vocabulary, and spelling. Let me know if you have any questions!
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Internet Activities
Note: Clicking on the Internet links on this page will open a new browser window so you can get back to these instructions and activities easily. When you've finished looking at a site, close the new browser window. You will be back at this page. The "Back" button will not work. You must close the new browswer window.
The Problem with Profiling http://school.newsweek.com/extras/2001cartoons3.php
Activity:
1.
Write a paragraph: What do you think is the meaning of this political cartoon?
2.
How does this cartoon make you feel? Why?

*********************************************************
Polak Jokes Page

http://www.lclark.edu/~krauss/ORTESOL2000web/polakjokes.html
Activity:
1.
Read the first three jokes. Get help to understand them if you need it.
2.
Write a paragraph: Are jokes like this harmful? Why or why not? What should you do if you hear someone tell a racist or prejudiced joke?
Write your paragraph. 

************************************

Sa-i-gu, The 1992 Los Angeles Riots (article) 

http://www.asiasource.org/news/at_mp_02.cfm?newsid=79441
+ Short Video

http://www.bloomvideo.com/videos/LA_Riots_sm.html
Activity:
1.
Skim quickly the first five paragraphs of the article.
2.
Read carefully paragraph four about the damage that was done to the Korean community.
3.
Watch the short video clip.
4.
Write a paragraph: What are some reasons that Koreans and African Americans had such bad feelings between them?

********************************************************

The Japanese American Internment
http://www.geocities.com/Athens/8420/gallery.html
Activity:
1.
During World War II, Japanese Americans were required to sell their belongings, leave their homes and go to 'camps'. Look at the photos and follow some of the links on this page.
2.
Write a paragraph: Imagine you were an American citizen. How would you feel if you were treated as the Japanese Americans were treated? Would being in the camps be equally hard for children, teens, adults and seniors? Why or why not?
********************************************************

Lynching Photos-New York Art Gallery

http://archives.cnn.com/2000/US/01/18/lynching.photography/
Activity:
1.
Lynching is when a group of people hang someone without any arrest, trial, etc. Look at these photos and read the text completely.
2.
Write a paragraph: Lynchings were often attended by whole families. Many of these photos were made into postcards and sold as souvenirs. In your opinion, what does this show about the relationship between blacks and whites in America's past?
********************************************************
The TV Arab

http://www.washington-report.org/backissues/020485/850204010.html
Activity:
1.
Scan paragraphs 1 and 2. Find the words 'four myths' (myth=something not true).
2.
Write a paragraph: What are the 4 myths mentioned in this book review? Give a media example you have seen of one of these four myths. Do you believe any of these myths?
********************************************************

Chief Joseph Surrenders

http://www.washington-report.org/backissues/020485/850204010.html
Activity:
1.
Chief Joseph was the chief of the Nez Perce Indian tribe which was located in the Oregon Territory. Look at Chief Joseph's picture and read his speech.
2.
Write a paragraph: What are your impressions and feelings about Chief Joseph?
3.
Who were the native people who first inhabited your country? How are they treated by your society today?
********************************************************

Outrage as US 'gay bashing' victim dies 

http://www.q.co.za/news/1998/9810/9810-worldbriefs.htm
Activity:
1.
'Gay Bashing' means beating up a person because s/he is gay. Read this article and answer the following questions:
2.
Write a paragraph: In your opinion, what percentage of people living in the U.S. are gay? In your country?
3.
Are gay people discriminated against in your country? How do you personally feel about gay people?
********************************************************
Conclusion
While exploring this sampler on prejudice, I hope you've learned new information and are ready to continue your course, 'Diversity and Civil Rights in the U.S.' All the students in the class will be looking inside themselves and asking, 'How am I prejudiced?' 'What kinds of prejudice exist in my home country?' 'What can I do to help remove prejudice from my life and from my country?' How should I react if I am discriminated against while in the U.S.?

Please be prepared to give your opinion about this activity when we meet together in class. I look forward to working with you!
********************************************************
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