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Overview

The philosophers have only interpreted the world, in various ways; 

the point is to change it. 

-Karl Marx, Theses on Feuerbach


The inception and development of what comes to be known as the social sciences can be traced through a genealogy of profoundly influential theorists whose work is the subject of this course. A central focus of our explorations will be the three towering figures - Karl Marx, Max Weber, and Emile Durkheim – most closely associated with the emergence of modern social theory at the crossroads of sociology and anthropology. One of the main objectives of this course is to critically examine the enduring questions, problems, and theories that have come to frame the work of these sister disciplines. In this regard, the course is both a capstone of what you have learned so far and a stepping-stone to more advanced inquiry. 


Social theory, however, has never been an isolated or disinterested intellectual endeavor. To the contrary, the various forms of social theory we will consider in this course reflect the tension between the search for a neutral science of society and a critical confrontation with the troubles and injustices of human history as experienced and perceived by those who sought to understand it. In this regard, we will examine how the theories of Marx, Weber, and Durkheim emerged in dynamic relationship with the historical conditions of the 19th century, a period when modern social forms like democracy, capitalism, urbanism, bureaucracy, industrialism, and European colonialism, were coming into full force. A second objective of this course is therefore to explore social theory as a form of social critique concerned with exposing and engaging the dynamics of social hierarchy, domination, and power. 


A third objective of this course is to introduce you to a selection of theoretical trends that have been broadly influential after Marx, Weber, and Durkheim.  Michel Foucault, one of the most significant post-war intellectuals, will loom large. We will also consider other theorists associated with structuralism, post-structuralism, practice theory, and post-colonial theory. 

Books

Giddens, Anthony

1971 Capitalism and Modern Social Theory: An Analysis of the Writings of Marx, Durkheim and Weber. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Lembert, Charles, ed.

200 4 Social Theory: The Multicultural and Classic Readings. Boulder: Westview Press. 

Foucault, Michel

1984 The Foucault Reader. Paul Rabinow ed. New York: Pantheon Books.

Mauss, Marcel


1990 [1950] The Gift. New York: W. W. Norton.

Requirements and Assignments

This course will proceed as a seminar organized tightly around weekly readings.  The instructor’s responsibilities include structuring the syllabus, presenting periodic lectures that frame the readings, and working with students in completing oral and written assignments. The students’ responsibilities include reading in a timely and critical manner, participating actively in class, and completing assignments.

The success of a seminar course depends on consistent student participation. Attendance in class is more than mandatory; it is a responsibility to your peers in a community of higher education. On the practical side, in-class activities account for 20% of your final grade.  These activities will be structured by short assignments given throughout the term and by weekly discussions led by students.  

Because students come to this course with varying levels of skill and comfort in oral communication, I will provide structure and support in the organization of class discussions. I expect that you will extend yourself in making an effort to contribute to class discussion. 

Attendance

Missed classes must be made up in one of the following ways:

1. A one-page critical response to an article or book discussed during the missed class.  This response should: 1)  briefly articulate what you take to be the main argument  of the text, and 2) reflect on one point at which the text relates to other course readings.

2. An in-class, oral summary of the missed class based on consultation with a fellow student.

Assignments and Evaluation

Class Preparation/Participation


20%




Attendance

Written assignments

Small group discussion

Large group discussion 

Office hours

Presentations





20%



Midterm Project




20%

Critical Essay





20%

Final Exam





20%

Note: If you have a disability that may impact your academic performance, you may request accommodations by submitting documentation to the Student Support Services Office in the Albany Quadrangle (x7156). After you have submitted documentation and filled out paperwork there for the current semester requesting accommodations, staff in that office will notify me of the accommodations for which you are eligible.
Schedule
*** Please come to each class session with all assigned readings for the week. ***
Part I: Provocations 

Week One (1/17 – 1/19): What Social Theory? Why Social Theory?
Fukayama, Francis. 

1989 The End of History? The National Interest. http://www.wesjones.com/eoh.htm
Benjamin, Walter

1977 Theses on the Philosophy of History. In Illuminations. H. Arendt, ed. New York: Schocken Books. 

Lembert, Charles, ed.

2004 Introduction. In Social Theory: The Multicultural and Classic Readings. Boulder: Westview Press. 

Week Two (1/24 – 1/26): Individual and Society

Hobbes, Thomas

2005[1651]
Leviathan. Selections. In Inventing America. pp. 29-42. Portland, Oregon: Lewis & Clark College.

Locke, John

2005[1690] The Second Treatise of Civil Government. Selections. In Inventing America. pp. 45-52. Portland, Oregon: Lewis & Clark College.

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques

2005[1755] A Dissertation on the Origin and Foundation of the Inequality of Mankind. Selections. In Inventing America. pp. 68-93. Portland, Oregon: Lewis & Clark College.

Rabinow Intro

Foucault, Michel

1984 What Is an Author? In The Foucault Reader. P. Rabinow, ed. pp. 101-20. New York: Pantheon Books.

Week Three (1/31 – 2/2 ): Idealism, Individualism, Positivism
Descartes, René

1972[1637] Discourse on The Method of Rightly Conducting the Reason and Seeking for Truth in the Sciences. In The Philosophical Works of Descartes, Volume I. E. S. Haldane and G. R. T. Ross, eds. pp. 80 - 130. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Spencer, Herbert

2004[1860] The Social Organism. In Anthropological Theory: An Introductory History. R. J. McGee and R. L. Warms, eds. Boston: McGraw/Hill.

Mannheim, Karl

2004[1929] The Sociology of Knowledge and Ideology. In Lembert ed. pp. 217-221.

Kant, Immanuel

2008[1784] An Answer to the Question: What is Enlightenment? 

Foucault, Michel

1984 What Is Enlightenment? In The Foucault Reader. P. Rabinow, ed. pp. 32-50. New York: Pantheon Books.
Week Four (2/7 – 2/9): Evolutionism, Historicism, Genealogy
Marx, Karl

2004[1848] Class Struggle / The Manifesto of Class Struggle. In Lemert ed. pp. 37-41 

Emile, Durkheim

2004[1893] Mechanical and Organic Solidarity. In Simson ed. pp. 41-59.

Rustow, W.W.

2004[1960] Modernization: Stages of Growth. In Lembert ed. pp. 294-300.

Wallerstein, Immanuel

1974 World Capitalist System. In Lembert ed. pp. 391-397.

Benjamin, Walter

1977 Theses on the Philosophy of History. In Illuminations. H. Arendt, ed. New York: Schocken Books. 

Foucault, Michel

1984 Nietzche, Genealogy, History. In The Foucault Reader. P. Rabinow, ed. pp. 76-100. New York: Pantheon Books.

Part II: Classic Social Theory
Week Five (2/14 – 2/16): Karl Marx
Marx, Karl

2004 Selections. In Lembert ed. pp. 31-43, 50-67.

1977[1845]
Theses on Feuerbach. In Karl Marx: Selected Writings. D. Mclellan, ed. pp. 156-157. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Giddens, Anthony

1971 Capitalism and Modern Social Theory: An analysis of the Writings of Marx, Durkheim and Max Weber. Part I. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Week Six (2/21 – 2/23): Marx, Hegemony, and the State

Marx, Karl

[1852] The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte In Lembert ed. pp. 43-50, 50-67.

[1844]  On the Jewish Question

Lenin, V.I.

 [1912-1921] What is to Be Done. In Lembert ed. pp. 215-217.

Gramsci, Antonio 

[1929-1936] Intellectuals and Hegemony. In Lembert ed. pp. 263-265.

[1929-1936] The Art and Science of Politics.

Althusser, Louis
[1968-1969] Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses. In Lembert ed. pp. 321-325.

LaClau, Ernesto, and Chantal Mouffe

[1985] Radical Democracy: Alternative for a New Left. In Lembert ed. pp. 492-495.

Week Seven (2/28 – 3/1): Max Weber

Weber, Max

2004[1929] Selections. In Lembert ed. pp. 104-139.

Giddens, Anthony

1971 Capitalism and Modern Social Theory: An analysis of the Writings of Marx, Durkheim and Max Weber. Part III. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Week Eight (3/6 – 3/8): Weber: Engagements, Interlocutors and Legacies

Weber, Max

1958[1922] Science as a Vocation. In From Max Weber: Essays in Sociology. H. H. Gerth and C. W. Mills, eds. pp. 129-156. New York: Oxford University Press.

Geertz, Clifford

1973
 Thick Description: Toward an Interpretive Theory of Culture. In The Interpretation of Cultures. pp. 3-30. New York: Basic Books.

Week Nine (3/13 – 3/15): Emile Durkheim

Durkheim, Emile

2004[1929] Selections. In Lembert ed. pp. 72-94.

Giddens, Anthony

1971 Capitalism and Modern Social Theory: An analysis of the Writings of Marx, Durkheim and Max Weber. Part II. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Week Ten (3/20 – 3/22): The Apotheosis of Social Theory

Mauss, Marcel

1990 [1923] The Gift. Selections. New York: W. W. Norton.

Giddens, Anthony

1971 Capitalism and Modern Social Theory: An analysis of the Writings of Marx, Durkheim and Max Weber. Chapter 15. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Week Eleven: Spring Break
Part III: Structuralism and After

Week Twelve (4/3 – 4/5): Structuralism 

De Saussure, Ferdinand

2004[1985] Arbitrary Values and the Linguistic Sign. In Lembert ed. pp. 152-161.

Lévi-Strauus, Claude

2004[1958] The Structural Study of Myth In Lembert ed. pp. 313-317.

Structural Study of Myth. 

To be Assigned

Due 4/3
Critical Essay Proposal
Week Thirteen (4/13 – 4/17): Post-structuralism and Postmodernism 
Barthes, Roland

2004[1964] Semiological Prospects. In Lembert ed. pp. 318-320.

Derrida, Jacques, 

2004[1966] The Decentering Event in Social Thought. In Lembert ed. pp. 413-417.

Baudrillard, Jean

2004[1983] Simulacra and Simmulations: Disneyland. In Lembert ed. pp. 479-485.
Haraway, Donna
2004[1985] The Cyborg Manifesto and Fracture Identities. In Lembert ed. pp. 527-531.

Bauman, Zygmunt
2004[2001] Liquid Modernity. In Lembert ed. pp. 593-597.

Week Fourteen (4/17 – 4/19): Discipline and Practice
Foucault, Michel

1984 Selections. The Foucault Reader. Paul Rabinow, ed. Selections. New York: Pantheon Books.

Bourdieu, Pierre
2004[1980] Structures, Habitus, Practices. In Lembert ed. pp. 444-449.

Butler, Judith
2004[19291] Imitation and Gender Insubordination. In Lembert ed. pp. 562-573.
Ortner, Sherry B.

1984 Theory in Anthropology since the Sixties. Comparative Studies in Society and History 26(1):126-166. JSTOR

Week Fifteen (4/24 – 4/26): To be Assigned
Final Exam: M  5/1/2012 08:30A-11:30A
Presentations

Student presentations will attend to major themes in the weekly readings. Given the density and heterogeneity of ideas found in the readings, presenters should not aim for a comprehensive overview of the readings. Rather, your task is to identify a limited set of themes that seem most pressing in the texts and most relevant to the course.

Selecting Themes

The selection of themes should be guided by the following considerations:

1. Within the texts. What themes appear to dominate in the texts? What themes and arguments do you feel you most understand and are able to most clearly communicate?

2. Across the texts. What themes link the readings within the given week? What themes link the readings with previous readings? What complementary and/or contradictory arguments do we find within the work of an author and/or across the work various authors?

3. In relation to Critical Social Theory. How do themes relate to what we have been calling liberal provocations for critical social theory? How do themes attend to what we have identified as some of the constituent processes of modernity?

Organization

Individual Presentations (30 minutes). The students assigned to a given week will work together in organizing their presentations. Each student will prepare an independent presentation lasting approximately ten minutes. You may organize the content of the presentations as you see fit (e.g. by author, work, theme, etc.)  Individual presentations will be relatively formal, and students should work from written notes.  

Group Presentations (10 minutes). Following the individual presentations, the team lead a summarizing/ synthesizing activity; creativity is encouraged. 

Discussion (40 minutes) The team will work together to write a set of questions to anchor a discussion that will follow presentations. Discussion questions are to be posted to the course moodle page by 5pm on the day before the presentation. 

Grading

The grading of presentations will combine evaluations of: 1) Individual Presentations; 2) Group Presentations; 3) A five-page essay that reflects the individual presentation.  This essay may be written in any voice or style you deem appropriate, but it should include cited references to the relevant texts. 

Midterm Project


Each student will write 5 new entries and edit 2 previous ones, for the online social theory glossary. The entries and edits will be based on lectures and readings from the week during which the student is presenter. The key terms will be selected and delegated by the presentation team as a whole, in consultation with the instructor. 

Entry Guidelines

1. Each 1- 2 paragraph (1 full page, double spaced) entry will be written in complete prose. 

2. Each entry should include references and informal citations, to the authors associated with the concept. For example:


“Hegemony is a concept associated with the Antonio Gramsci ….”


“Alienation, as Marx uses the term, refers to….[Giddens 123-25].”

“Modernity has been characterized by the rationalization of virtually all social institutions [Weber].”

4. Glossary terms that appear within an entry will be formatted as hypertext and linked to other entries as appropriate. For example, if there are entries on both “alienation” and “rationalization,” the entry on alienation might include the following sentence:

“Alienation, as Marx uses the term, is a consequence of industrial rationalization….”

The word “rationalization” would be linked to the entry on rationalization. 

Editing Guidelines

Each student will edit at least one previous entry, referring to later readings and discussions when appropriate.

Submission

During the class period immediately following the presentation, and before uploading entries and edits, each student will submit hard copies of the following:

1. Their new entries.

2. The newly edited entries, with indication of the changes and additions made. For example, an entry on “ideology” might be created during an earlier week (Marx) and then expanded during a later one. The expansion will be not be tracked in the online glossary, but you will use italics to mark additions in your printed draft:

“[previous text in plain font]…..Althusser’s builds upon Marx’s conception of ideology… 

Critical Essay

Assignment

Write a 10 – 15 page essay that focuses on one of the following: 

1) a seminal social theorist (e.g. Marx, Durkheim, Weber, Foucault) 

2) a dominant category of social analysis (e.g. class, hegemony, civil society, the 
state, subjectivity)  

3) a theoretical school or trend (e.g. structuralism, practice theory, the Frankfurt School)

The essay will include five to eight sources, including both primary and secondary works, at least three of which must be beyond the syllabus. 

Schedule

Prospectus

The prospectus will include: 1) a one page discussion of the proposed topic and a suggested analytical direction, and 2) a properly formatted bibliography. 

First Draft

Draft to be exchanged with peer editor.

Final Draft and Portfolio

The final portfolio will include: 


• Prospectus


• First draft, with peer editor comments


• Final draft

Format

Please use anthropological citation format and number pages. See course website for links to guidelines.

Peer Review Guide #1

In reviewing your peer's paper follow the three steps described below. You will first read through and react to the paper, then you will make an outline of the paper's arguments and evidence, and finally, you will read through the paper again as devil's advocate.

Step 1.  First Read: identify argument, immediate reactions

As you read through the paper for the first time, underline the sentence which states the central argument of the paper. Write #1 next to it. If, as you continue to read, you come across a sentence which seems to better state the central argument, underline that and write #2 next to it. 

Also on your first read, write your reactions to the paper and questions that you have about it as you go along. Indicate grammatical errors, awkward phrasing, typos, etc. Be sure to include positive comments pointing out what you like and why. 

Step 2.  Outline: structure, clarity of argument

After reading through the whole paper, paraphrase the central argument. If you have trouble identifying a central argument (if there seem to be several equally important arguments or none at all), make a suggestion for what the central argument might be based on what's in the paper.

Make an outline or map of the paper which identifies the specific parts of the argument and the evidence used to support it.

Answer the following questions: Is the argument supported by the evidence? Does the structure of the paper make sense? Are sources for information clearly indicated?

Step 3.  Second Read: devil's advocate

Read through and comment on the paper again, this time playing the role of "devil's advocate." (Use a different color pen than you used for the first round of comments.) Taking a contrary position, challenge the paper's argument(s) using concepts and information from the course where appropriate. Identify the implicit assumptions in the paper. Point out any inconsistencies in the argument. Challenge over-generalizations. Are sources for information clearly indicated? Point out any circular arguments.

Peer Review Guide #2

1. Topics, Themes and Argument

• Is the topic of the paper appropriately limited? Is the scope of the paper too broad? 

• What is the major argument?  

• Is the major argument clearly stated and emphatically positioned?

• Is the theoretical language explained clearly and used appropriately?

2. Structure

• Does the introduction articulate an argument? If not, is the argument clearly articulated effectively near the beginning of the paper?

• Does the introduction indicate the structure of the paper? If not, is the structure of the paper self-evident?


• Do paragraphs develop single and clear points?


• Are there effective transitions between paragraphs?


• Are there sentences of varying and appropriate lengths?

3. Style


• Is the first person used effectively, for example in articulating the argument?


• Are adjectives used sparingly and appropriately?


• Are citations and bibliography properly formatted?

Ten Liberal Proclamations/Provocations for Critical Social Theory

1. Individuals precede and constitute society.

2. Ideas determine society and move history.

2
Society is subject to natural laws of order, structure, and progression.

4. Society evolves and progresses.

5. European/Western society represents the fulfillment of progress.

6. Individuals are rational actors seeking to maximize self-interest.

7. Capitalism is beneficial, fair, and necessary.

8. Freedom, liberty, and equality are the realizable promises of modernity.

9. Subjectivity is internal and private. 

10. Knowledge can be neutral, impartial, and complete.
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