Econ 232: Economic Development

Fall Semester 2009

Instructor: Dr. Kristen Sheeran 

Office: Howard Hall, 327

Email: ksheeran@clark.edu

Office Hours: Tuesday 8:40-9:40, Thursday 11:10-12:00

All other hours by appointment. I will check email every day between 4:00 and 5:00 PM and respond to all email inquiries at that time. 

Required Books and Readings:

Reclaiming Development, Ha-Joon Chang and Ilene Grabel, Zed Books, 2004. 
Human Development Report 2007/2008, UNPD 2008. 
All other required readings will be available on Moodle unless otherwise indicated. Assume that you should read all pages of an assigned reading unless otherwise noted. 
Course Outline and Readings:

Part I. What is Economic Development? 
UNDP, Human Development Report 2003.“Millennium Development Goals” A Compact Among Nations to End Human Poverty”. 
UNDP, Human Development Report 2007/2008, pages 221-232. 

Elizabeth A. Stanton, "The Human Development Index: A History," PERI Working Paper, February 2007.

Elizabeth A. Stanton, "Accounting for Inequality: A Proposed Revision of the Human Development Index," PERI Working Paper, November 2006.

Amartya Sen, “The Many Faces of Gender Inequality” Frontline, available at: 

http://www.thehindu.com/fline/fl1822/18220040.htm
Clifford Cobb, Ted Halstead, and Jonathan Rowe, “If GDP is Up, Why is America Down?” The Atlantic, available at: http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/ecbig/gdp.htm
Economist, “On the Poverty Line," May 22, 2008.

Ann Helwege and Melissa Birch, "Declining Poverty in Latin America? A Critical Analysis of New Estimates by International Institutions," Global Development and Environmental Institute Working Paper, September 2007.

Part II. Theories and Models of Economic Development
Nancy Birdsall, Dani Rodrik, Arvind Subramanian, “How To Help Poor Countries,” Foreign Affairs, July/August 2005. 

Michael Todaro and Stephen Smith, Economic Development, Ch. 3 (Classic Theories of Economic Development) and Ch. 4 (Contemporary Models of Development and Underdevelopment) 

Theotonio Dos Santos, “Structures of Dependence” American Economic Review, May 1970. 

Harry Magdoff, “Militarism and Imperialism” American Economic Review, May 1970 

Part III. The Neoliberal Model and Critiques 
The Economist, Globalization: A Survey (all articles), September 27, 2001.

Marc Weisbrot et al.  “The Scorecard on Globalization 1980-2000” CEPR, May 2001. 
Robin Hahnel, “Trade: Mutual Benefit or Imperialism” from ABC’s of Political Economy, Pluto Press 2001.  

Ha-Joon Chang and Ilene Grabel, Reclaiming Development, Introduction and all of Part One. (pages 1-51).  

Joseph Stiglitz, Globalization and its Discontents, Ch. 5 (Who Lost Russia?).  

Kenneth Rogoff, “The IMF Strikes Back,” Foreign Policy, January/February 2003.

Available at: http://www.imf.org/external/np/vc/2003/021003.htm
Nuria Molina and Javier Pereira, “Critical Conditions: The IMF Maintains Its Grip on Low-Income Governments” Eurodad, April 2008. 

Kurt Allen Ver Beek, “Maquiladoras: Exploitation or Emancipation?”

Martin Hart-Landsberg, “Challenging Neoliberal Myths, A Critical Look at the Mexican Experience,” Monthly Review, December 2002.

Kevin P. Gallagher, “Is Nafta Working for Mexico?” The Environmental Forum, May/June 2006.

 Joseph Y. Lim and Manuel F. Montes, "Structural Adjustment Program after Structural Adjustment Program, But Why Still No Development in the Philippines ?" August 2002.

Walden Bello, Multilateral Punishment: The Philippines in the WTO, 1995-2003, 2003.

Part IV. Development and the Environment 
James Boyce “Green and Brown: Globalization and the Environment” Oxford Review of Economic Policy 2004. 
Juan Martinez Alier, “The Environmentalism of the Poor” 
Graciela Chichilnisky, “North South Trade and Sustainable Development” 

UNDP, Human Development Report, Chapters 1-4. 

Graciela Chichilnisky and Kristen Sheeran, Saving Kyoto, Chapters 2, 3, 4, 5 
Part V. Development Strategies 
Ha-Joon Chang and Ilene Grabel, Reclaiming Development, Part Two (all).  

Betsy Bowman and Bob Stone, "Venezuela's Cooperative Revolution,"  Dollars and Sense, July/August 2006. Available at: 

http://www.dollarsandsense.org/archives/2006/0706bowmanstone.html
James Heintz and Robert Pollin, Targeting Employment Expansion, Economic Growth and Development in Sub-Saharan Africa: Outlines of an Alternative Program for the Region, Economic Commission for Africa, March 2008.

Robert Pollin, "Microcredit: False Hopes and Real Possibilities," Foreign Policy in Focus, June 2007.

Sam Daley-Harris, Robert Pollini, and Felicia Montgomery, "Debate on Microcredit," Foreign Policy in Focus, June 2007.

Alejandro Bendana, "From Development Assistance to Development Solidarity: The Role of Venezuela and ALBA," IDEAs, February 2008.

C.P. Chandrasekhar and Jayati Ghosh, "Shaking Up Development Finance in Latin America," IDEAs, February 2008.
Grading Requirements
Your grade in this course will be based on your performance in the following five categories (with percentage weighting):

Attendance and Participation (10%)

You are expected to attend every class and participate fully in discussions and exercises; missed classes and/or lack of participation will lower your grade. To participate effectively, you will need to have completed the assigned readings for that class date. 
Assignments: (20%)

You will do a series of short assignments and papers (normally from one to five pages). These assignments will be graded and the average grade for these assignments will constitute 25% of your final course grade. 

Midterm Examination (25%)

Final Paper (25%)

A final paper, organized according to specific guidelines, will be due at the beginning of our last class meeting of the semester.  Late papers will lose one letter grade for each day they are late.  
Take-Home Final Examination (20%)

Course Policies

 1. No cell phones, IPODs, or other personal electronic equipment may be turned on in class or visible on your desk. 
2. Please try to refrain from leaving the classroom during class period. 

3. Be respectful of other’s opinions. 

4. Always ask a question if you are unsure. I never mind questions! 

5. Respect the intellectual property of your classmates and others. You are responsible for reading, understanding, and adhering to Lewis and Clark’s policy on academic dishonesty. Any violations will automatically result in a failing grade for the assignment and it will be brought to the attention of the college administration. I have zero tolerance for cheating. 

