Lewis & Clark College

Department of Economics

Economics 433
                        Senior Seminar
Fall 2009

Instructor:
Art O'Sullivan

Office:
326 Howard Hall 

Office Hours:
Tues & Thurs 11.00 – 12.30,  and by appointment  

Phone and email:    
7610;      arthuro@lclark.edu
Moodle Site:
https://moodle.lclark.edu/course/enrol.php?id=845

Reading:    
Greenlaw, Doing Economics: A Guide to Understanding and Carrying Out Economic Resarch  (Houghton-Mifflin, 2009) 

Topics, Objectives, and Goals

The Senior Seminar gives you an opportunity to use what you’ve learned in your economics courses to write a Senior Thesis that addresses a question of your choosing. Here are some examples of questions that could be addressed, including some questions from recent senior theses.

· Are state treatment programs efficient responses to pathological gambling?

· Is the clustering of restaurants a key determinant of success in Portland?

· How are prices for downtown parking determined?

· How does foreign direct investment affect economic growth?

· What are the costs and benefits of Portland’s bicycle policies?

· How do the prices of paintings vary over the business cycle?

· Do subsidies for professional sports teams promote economic growth?

· Would buses be more efficient than light rail?

· What determines the price of a “teardown” property?
For a complete description of the process of generating a senior thesis, read the Operating Manual for Economics Senior Seminar, accessible through the Moodle site.
Grading


The course grade will be determined by your grades on written assignments, class participation, a poster session in which you present your results, and the final version of your thesis.  Each component will be graded on a scale of 0 to 4. Some assignments is due at the beginning of class (9:40), and others are due the previous day at the same time.  The grading of late  submissions will be subject to straight-line depreciation to zero by 5:00 pm on the due day. The course grade will be computed with the following weights.

Proposed Question: 0.10

Outline of Literature Summary and Critique: 0.10

Outline of Methods: 0.10

Outline of Thesis: 0.10

Final Version of Thesis: 0.40

Poster Presentation: 0.10

Class Participation: 0.10
Policy Statements

Learning Disabilities:  If you have a disability that may affect your academic performance, you may request accommodations by submitting documentation to the Student Support Services Office in Albany Quadrangle (x7191). The SSS Office will notify me of the accommodations for which you are eligible.

Academic Integrity:  I expect you to understand and abide by the College’s Academic Integrity Policy and Procedures. If you have any questions about the policy, ask me as soon as possible. 
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