Lewis & Clark College

Department of Economics

Economics 332
                        Urban Economics
Fall 2009

Instructor:
Art O'Sullivan

Office:
326 Howard Hall 

Office Hours:
Tues & Thurs 11.00 – 12.30,  and by appointment  

Phone and email:    
7610;      arthuro@lclark.edu

Reading:    
O'Sullivan, Urban Economics 7e  (McGraw-Hill, 2009) 

Topics, Objectives, and Goals


This course uses economic analysis to explain why cities exist, why some cities are larger than others, and how cities grow.  We’ll examine land-use patterns within cities, exploring the market forces behind the development of the monocentric cities of the early 20th Century and the transition to modern multi-centric cities. We’ll look at the economic forces behind segregation with respect to race and income.  We’ll also explore the role of government in cities, considering economic-development policies, land-use policies (zoning and growth control), transportation policy (for automobiles and public transit).  We’ll also explore the causes and consequences of urban crime and poverty.

Grading



Your course grade will be determined by two midterm exams (each worth 25%), a final exam (25%), and a course project (25%).  If you miss one of the midterm exams for a verified medical or emergency reason, the weight on the final exam will increase accordingly.  The exam dates are shown on the attached course schedule. 

Course Project


For the course project, you will use some of the concepts developed in the course to address a policy issue relevant to the Portland or another metropolitan area. You will present your results to the class in a 15-minute presentation. Be prepared for 10 -15 minutes of questions and discussion.  A student’s participation grade will be based in part on questions asked during the presentations. At least one third of the final exam will be based on the presentations.

The best place to find a Portland policy issue is the local media—the Oregonian, Portland Tribune, and Willamette Week.  Another fruitful source is the web site for Portland Metro (metro-region.org), which has discussions of policy issues, policy analysis, and data.


The title of your project should be a question, and your should provide an answer to the question or a strategy to answer the question.  Here are some examples of projects from the recent past.

· How does the Portland Art Commission promote economic development?

· What’s the relationship between crime rates and property values?

· Are Metro’s plans for extending the urban growth boundary sensible?

· What’s the efficient congestion tax for crossing the Sellwood Bridge?

· Why do Metro buses carry the bumper sticker “251 cars are at home because of me”?

· Are Trimet’s plans for extending light rail sensible?

Policy Statements

Learning Disabilities:  If you have a disability that may affect your academic performance, you may request accommodations by submitting documentation to the Student Support Services Office in Albany Quadrangle (x7191). The SSS Office will notify me of the accommodations for which you are eligible.

Academic Integrity:  I expect you to understand and abide by the College’s Academic Integrity Policy and Procedures. If you have any questions about the policy, ask me as soon as possible. 
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