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E.T. Stokes, The English Utilitarians and India (Oxford 1976). A. M. Khan, The Transition in Bengal 1756-1775. …Saiyid 
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B.B. Chaudhuri, The Growth of Commercial Agriculture in Ben-

gal 1797-1900 (Calcutta 1964). 
Richard Barnett, North India between Empires. Awadh, the 

Mughals and the British 1720-1801 (Berkeley 1980). 
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Shubhra Chakrabarti, ‘Collaboration and resistance: Bengal mer-
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Clive Dewey, ‘Images of the village community: a study 
in Anglo-Indian ideology’, Modern Asian Studies 6, 3 
(1975). 
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1869)’, Modern Asian Studies 20 (1986). 

Matthew H. Edney, Mapping an Empire. The geographical con-
struction of British India, 1765-1843 (Chicago 1997).  

‘A dissertation on landed property and land rights in Bengal’ in 
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Sirajul Islam, The Permanent Settlement in Bengal…1793-1819 
(Dacca 1979). 

Bernard S. Cohn, ‘The initial British impact on India: a case study 
of the Benares region’, Journal of Asian Studies XIX (1961), 
and ‘From Indian status to British contract’, Journal of Eco-
nomic History (1961); both in Anthropologist among the Histo-
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Ronald Inden, Imagining India (Oxford 1990). 
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Francis C. Hutchins, The Illusion of Permanence. British imperi-

alism in India (Princteon 1967). 
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C.A. Bayly, Indian Society and the Making of the British 
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pp.169-99. 

Rudrangshu Mukherjee, Awadh in Revolt, 1857-1858 
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S.N. Sen, Eighteen Fifty-Seven (Delhi 1957). 
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(Delhi 1996). 
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tern Studies II. Writings on South Asin history and society 
(Delhi 1983). 

 
(5) Middle-classes 
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Anil Seal, The Emergence of Indian Nationalism 
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(Delhi 1971). 
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1966). 

Bradford Spangenberg, British Bureaucracy in India (Delhi 
1976). 

Christine Dobbin, Urban Leadership in Western India (London 
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Briton Martin, New India 1885 (Berkeley 1969). 
J. Masselos, Towards Nationalism…urban politics (Bombay 

1974). 
Gordon Johnson, Provincial Politics and Elite Nationalism 
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B.R. Nanda, Gokhale (Delhi 1971). 
J.H. Broomfield, Elite Conflict in a Plural Society: twentieth-cen-

tury Bengal (Berkeley 1968). 
Rajat Kanta Ray, Social Conflict and Political Unrest in Bengal, 

1875-1927 (Delhi 1984). 
Leonard A Gordon, Bengal: the nationalist movement 1876-1940 

(New Delhi 1974). 
Surendranath Banerjea, A Nation in Making (Calcutta 1925). 
P.G. Robb, The Evolution of British Policy, esp. ch.5. 
Nirad Chaudhuri, An Autobiography of an Unknown Indian 

(Berkeley 1975). 
Sumit Sarkar, The Swadeshi Movement in Bengal (New Delhi 

1973). 
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*David Hardiman, ed., Peasant Resistance in India 1858-1914 
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(6) Politics 1905-39 
 
C.A. Bayly, The Local Roots of Indian Politics, pp.194-

244. 
Francis Robinson, Separatism among Indian Muslims, 

pp.175-80 & 289-325. 
Christopher Baker, ‘Non-cooperation in South India’ in 

Baker and D.A. Washbrook, South India (Delhi 
1975), pp.98-149. 

 

Peter Heehs, The Bomb in Bengal. The rise of revolutionary ter-
rorism in India 1900-1910 (Oxford 1994). 

Rajat Ray, ‘Political change in British India’, Indian Economic 
and Social History Review 14 (1982), andSocial Conflict and 
Political Unrest in Bengal 1875-1927 (Delhi 1984), pp.11-39. 
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Azim Roy, The Islamic Syncretist Tradition in Bengal (Princteon 
1983). 

M..Torri, ‘“Westernized middle class”: intellectuals and society in 
late colonial India’ in John L. Hill, ed., The Congress and In-
dian Nationalism. Historical perspectives (London 1991). M. Anderson, ‘Islamic law and the colonial encounter in British 

India’ in Arnold and Robb, eds, Institutions and Ideologies, 
pp.165-85. 

Judith Brown, Gandhi’s Rise to Power (Oxford 1972) and Gandhi 
and Civil Disobedience (Cambridge 1977). 

DeWitt Ellinwood and S.D. Pradhan, eds., India and World War I 
(Delhi 1978). 

Q. Ahmed, The Wahhabi Movement in India (Calcutta 1966). 
Gregory Kozlowski, Muslim Endowments and Society in British 

India (Cambridge 1989). G. Krishna, ‘The development of…Congress as a mass organisa-
tion’, Journal of Asian Studies 25, 3 (1966) C.A. Bayly, ‘The pre-history of communalism’, Modern Asian 

Studies 19, 1 (1985); ‘Delhi and other cities of north India dur-
ing the “twilight”’, in R, Frykenberg, ed, Delhi through the 
Ages (Delhi 1986); ‘The small town and Islamic gentry in north 
India: the case of Kara’, in K. Ballhatchet and J. Harrison, eds. 
The City in South Asii (London 1980). See also chapters 4 and 
5 in the latter volume, on Murshidabad and Lucknow.  

Ravinder Kumar, Essays in the Social History of Modern India 
(New Delhi 1983) and ed., Essays in Gandhian Politics: the 
Rowlatt satyagraha (Oxford 1971). 

D.A. Washbrook, ‘Gandhian politics’, Modern Asian Studies 7 
(1973). 

J.C. Ker, Political Trouble in India (Calcutta 1917 or reprints). 
P.G. Robb, The Government of India and Reform (London 1976); 

and The Evolution of British Policy, chs.3, 6, 8, 11 and 12. 
Narayani Gupta, Delhi between Two Empires 1803-1931 (Delhi 

1981). 
Michael Fisher, A Clash of Cultures (New Delhi 1987). Sumit Sarkar, ‘The conditions and nature of subaltern militancy: 

Bengal from swadeshi to non-co-operation, c.1905-22’, in 
Ranajit Guha, ed., Subaltern Studies III. 

Rosie Llewellyn-Jones, A Fatal Friendship…Lucknow (New 
Delhi 1978) 

M.K. Gandhi, An Autobiography… (Ahmedabad 1927). Peter Robb, ed., Society and Ideology. Essays in South Asian His-
tory (Delhi 1993), pp.142-76. J. Pouchepadass, ‘Local leaders and the intelligentsia in the 

Champaran satyagraha’, Contrib..to Indian Sociology 8 (1978). Kenneth W. Jones, ed., Religious Controversy in British India. 
Dialogues in South Asian Languages (Albany 1992), especially 
essays by Powell, Ahmed and Metcalf. 

S. Henningham, ‘The social setting of the Champaran satya-
graha’, Indian Economic and Social History Review (1976). 

B.R. Tomlinson, The Congress and the Raj (London 1976).  M.M. Ali, ‘Hunter’s Indian Musulmans: a re-examination of its 
background’, Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society (1980). Shahid Amin, Event, Metaphor, Memory: Chauri Chaura 1922-

92 (Delhi 1995). Aziz Ahmed, Studies in Islamic Culture in the Indian Environ-
ment (London 1964). Jawaharlal Nehru, An Autobiography (London 1936). 

Gordon Johnson , Anil Seal et al., Locality, Province and Nation; 
and Power, Profit and Politics (Cambridge 1973 and 1981; 
these are both also special issues of Modern Asian Studies). 

 
(8) Independence, partition and the state 
 
R.J. Moore, Churchill, Cripps and India 1939-45 

(Oxford 1979) and Escape from Empire (Oxford 
1983). 

A.R. Desai, ed., Peasant Struggles in India (Bombay 1979). 
D.N. Dhanagare, Peasant Movements in India 1920-1950 (Delhi 

1983). 
D.A. Low, ed., Congress and the Raj (London 1977). Gyanendra Pandey, ed., The Indian Nation in 1942 

(Calcutta 1988). David Hardiman, ‘The Indian “faction”: a political theory exam-
ined’, in Ranajit Guha, ed., Subaltern Studies I. Writings on 
South Asian history and society (Delhi 1982), pp199-231, and 
Peasant Nationalists of Gujarat (New Delhi 1981). 

 

Anita Singh, The Origins of the Partition of India 1936-47 (New 
Delhi 1987). 

C.H. Philips and M.D. Wainwright, eds., The Partition of India 
(London 1970). 

C.J. Baker, The Politics of South India 1920-1937 (Cambridge 
1976). 

Lord Wavell, A Viceroy’s Journal (ed. P. Moon; Oxford 1973). Dilip Menon, Caste, Nationalism and Communism in South India, 
Malabar 1900-48 (Cambridge 1994). H.V. Hodson, The Great Divide (London 1969). 

V.P. Menon, The Transfer of Power in India (Calcutta 1957). Gyanendra Pandey, The Ascendancy of Congress in Uttar 
Pradesh (Delhi 1978). J. A. Gallagher, ‘The Congress in Bengal…1930-39’, Modern 

Asian Studies 7, 7 (1973). Rajat Ray, ‘Masses in politics…Bengal 1920-2’, Indian Economic 
and Social History Review (1974). Deepak Pandey, ‘Congress-Muslim League relations 1937-9’, 

Modern Asian Studies 13, 3 (1978). Sugata Bose, Agrarian Bengal. Economy, social structure and 
politics, 1919-47 (New Delhi 1987). James Chiriyankandath, ‘“Democracy” under the Raj: elections 

and separate representation in British India’, Journal of Com-
monwealth and Comparative Politics 30, 1 (1992). 

S. Bandopadhyay, Caste, Politics and the Raj. Bengal 1872-1937 
(Calcutta 1990). 

G. Pandey, ‘The prose of otherness’, in D. Arnold and D. 
Hardiman, eds., Subaltern Studies VIII ( Delhi 1994). 

Tanika Sarkar, Bengal, 1928-34 (Delhi 1987). 
Partha Chatterji, Bengal, the Land Question (Calcutta 1984). 

Veena Das, Critical Events: Anthropological perspectives... 
(Delhi 1995)(parts on partition). 

S. Henningham, Peasant Movements in…North Bihar 1917-42 
(Canberra 1982). 

 D.E.U. Baker, Changing Political Leadership in an Indian 
Province. The Central Provinces and Berar 1919-1939 (Delhi 
1979) 

For the legacies, post-independence, see also: 
Paul Brass, The Politics of India since Independence (Cambridge 

1990). Mridula Mukherjee, ‘Peasant resistance and peasant conscious-
ness in colonial India. “Subalterns” and beyond’, Economic 
and Political Weekly 8 & 15 October 1988. 

S. Bose and A. Jalal, eds, Nationalism, Democracy and Develop-
memnt. State and politics in India (Delhi 1997). 

D. Potter, India’s Political Administrators1919-83 (Oxford 1986).  
(7) Reactions among Muslims M. Brecher, Succession in India. A study in decision-making 

(Oxford 1966).  
Peter Hardy, The Muslims of British India. Atul Kohli, ed., India’s Democracy (Princeton 1988). 
Avril Powell, Muslims and Missionaries in Pre-Mutiny 

India (London 1993), pp.43-75. 
P. Brass, Factional Politics in an Indian State: The Congress 

Party in Uttar Pradesh (Berkeley 1975). 
S. Kochanek, The Congress Party of India (Princeton 1968). S. Bayly, Saints, Goddesses and Kings. Muslims and 

Christians in South Indian Society (Cambridge 1989). Francine Frankel, India’s Political Economy, 1947-77 (Princeton 
1978).  
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Anthony Carter, Elite Politics in Rural India (Cambridge1974). 
F.G. Bailey, Politics and Social Change: Orissa in 1959 

(Berkeley 1963). 
Rajni Kothari, State against Democracy (New Delhi 1988). 
P. Chaudhuri, The Indian Economy. Poverty and development 

(London 1979). 
T. Byres, ed., The State and Development Planning in India 

(Delhi 1993). 
Lloyd and Suzanne Hoeber Rudolph, In Pursuit of Lakshmi 

(Chicago 1987). 
 
(9) A state economy? Agrarian policy 
 
D.A. Washbrook, ‘Law, state and agrarian society in 

colonial India’. Modern Asian Studies 13, 1 (1981). 
Sugata Bose, ed., Credit, Markets and the Agarian 

Economy of Colonial India (New Delhi 1994), pp.1-28. 
 
*B. R. Tomlinson, The Economy of Modern India, pp.1-92. 
E.T. Stokes, The English Utilitarians and India (Oxford 1959), 

pp.140-68 & 184-322. 
Burton Stein, ed., The Making of Agrarian Policy in British India, 

1770-1900 (Delhi 1992). 
Kenneth Ballhatchet, Social Policy and Social Change in Western 

India, 1817-1830 (London 1957). 
T.H. Beaglehole, Thomas Munro and the Development of Admin-

istrative Policy in Madras, 1792-1818 (Cambridge 1966). 
B. Stein, Thomas Munro (New Delhi 1989), especially chs.2-3, 

and pp.158-67, 190-217, 231-7 & 273-98. 
E.T. Stokes, The English Utilitarians and India, pp.234-322. 
Peter Penner, The Patronage Bureaucracy in North India. The 

Robert M. Bird and James Thomason school 1820-1870 (Delhi 
1986). 

Dietmar Rothermund, Government, Landlord and Peasant in In-
dia (Wiesbaden 1976). 

Clive Dewey, ; The Settlement Literature of the Greater Punjab 
(Delhi 1991), pp.21-32. 

P.H. van den Dungen, The Punjab Tradition (London 1972). 
Peter Robb, Ancient Rights and Future Comfort. Bihar, the 

Bengal Tenancy Act of 1885, and British Rule in India 
(Richmond, 1997), ch. 7; ‘Peasants’ choices? Indian agriculture 
and the limits of commercialiization in nineteenth-century 
Bihar’, Economic History Review xlv, 1 (1992); and ‘Bihar, the 
colonial state and agricultural development in India, 1880-
1920’, Indian Economic and Social History Review 25, 2 
(1988). 

Meena Bhargava, ‘Perception and classification of the rights of 
the social classes: Gorakhpur and the East India Company in 
the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries’, Indian 
Economnic and Social History Review 30, 2 (1993). 

R.E. Frykenberg, Guntur District 1788-1848 (Oxford 1965). 
D.A. Washbrook, The Emergence of Provincial Politics. The 

Madras Presidency 1870-1920 (Cambridge 1976), pp.11-50. 
Rajat and Ratna Ray, ‘Zamindars and jotedars: a study of rural 

politics in Bengal’. Modern Asian Studies 9, 1 (1975). 
Sugata Bose, Peasant Labour and Colonial Capital: Rural Bengal 

since 1770 (Cambridge 1993), and Agrarian Bengal: economy, 
social structure and politics, 1919-47 (Cambridge 1986). 

Elizabeth Whitcombe, Agrarian Conditions in Northern India. 
The United Provinces under British rule 1860-1900 (Berkeley 
1972), pp.61-97.  

Ian Stone, Canal Irrigation in British India. Perspectives on tech-
nological change in a peasant economy (Cambridge 1984). 
pp.1-12. 

R. Ray, ‘The crisis of Bengal agriculture, 1870-1927—dynamics 
of immobility’, Indian Economic and Social History Review 
10, 3 (1973). 

Nariaki Nakazato, Agrarian System in Eastern India, c.1870-1910 
(Calcutta 1994). 

Ian Derbyshire, ‘Economic change and the railways in north 

India, 1860-1914’, Modern Asian Studies 21, 3 (1987). 
M.B. McAlpin, ‘Railroads, prices and peasant rationality, India 

1980-1900’, Journal of Economic History (1974), and 
‘Railroads, cultivation patterns and foodgrains availability’, 
Indian Economic and Social History Review 12 (1975). 

Anand Yang, The Limited Raj. Agrarian relations in colonial In-
dia, Saran district, 1793-1920 (Berkeley1989). 

Ian Catanach, Rural Credit in Western India (Berkeley 1970). 
Sumit Guha, The Agrarian Economy of the Bombay Deccan, 

1818-1941 (Delhi 1983), esp. pp.125-60. 
Neil Charlesworth, ‘The myth of the Deccan riots of 1875’, Mod-

ern Asian Studies 6, 4 (1972), pp.401-21, and Peasants and Im-
perial Rule. Agriculture and agrarian society in the Bombay 
presidency, 1889-1935 (Delhi 1985). 

Ravinder Kumar, Western India in the Nineteenth Century 
(London 1968) and ‘The rise of the rich peasant in Western In-
dia’, in D.A. Low, ed., Soundings in Modern Asian History 
(Lonndon 1968). 

David Hardiman, ‘The Bhils and the shahukars of eastern Gujarat’ 
in Ranajit Guha, ed., Subaltern Studies V. Writings on South 
Asian history and society (Delhi 1987), pp.1-54, and 
‘Penetration of merchant capital in pre-colonial Gujarat’, in G. 
Shah, ed., Capitalist development: critical essays in honour of 
A.R. Desai (Bombay 1990). 

David Cheeseman, ‘“The omnipresent bania:” rural moneylenders 
in nineteenth-century Sind’, Modern Asian Studies 16, 3 
(1982), pp.445-62. 

N.G. Barrier, The Punjab Alienation of Land Bill of 1900 (Duke 
1966). 

D.E. U. Baker, Colonialism in an Indian Hinterland. The Central 
Provinces 1820-1920 (Delhi 1993). 

C.J. Baker, An Indian Rural Economy 1880-1955. The Tamilnad 
countryside (Oxford 1984). 

 
(10) Famine and disease 
 
David Arnold, ‘Famine in peasant consciousness and 

peasant action: Madras 1876-8’ in Ranajit Guha, 
ed., Subaltern Studies III. Writings on South Asian 
Society and History (New Delhi 1984); ‘Touching the 
body: perspectives on the Indian plague, 1896-1900’ 
in Ranajit Guha, ed., Subaltern Studies V (Delhi 
1987); and Colonizing the Body: State medicine and 
epidemic disease in nineteenth-century India (Delhi 
1993), ch.5. 

A. K. Sen, ‘Famine mortality: a study of the Bengal 
famine of 1943’, in E.J. Hobsbawm, et al., eds, 
Peasants in History: essays in honour of Daniel 
Thorner (Calcutta 1980). 

Elizabeth Whitcombe, ‘Famine mortality’, Economic 
and Political Weekly 26 (5 June 1993), pp.1169-79.  

 
Michael Mann, ‘Ecological change in North India: deforestation 

and agrarian distress in the Ganga-Jamna doab, 1800-1850’, 
Environment and History 1, 2 (1995), pp.201-20. 

B.H. Bhatia, Famines in India (London 1967). 
Ira Klein, ‘Death in India’, Journal of Asian Studies 32 (1973). 
S. Ambirajan, ‘Malthusian population theory and Indian famine 

policy in the nineteenth century’, Population Studies 30 
(1976) and ‘Political economy of Indian famines’, South Asia 
1 (1976). 

Lance Brennan, ‘The development of the Indian famine codes’ 
and B. Murton, ‘Spatial and temporal patterns of famine in 
southern India before the famine codes’, in Bruce Currey and 
Graeme Hugo, eds., Famine as a Geographical Phenomenon 
(Dordrecht 1984). 

Michelle Burge McAlpin, Subject to Famine. Food crises and 
economic change in Western India, 1860-1920 (Princeton 
1983). 

 



Masters Programme, Department of History, SOAS EVOLUTION OF THE STATE AND POLITICS IN COLONIAL INDIA 6 

Madhav Gadgil and Ramachandra Guha, This Fissured Land. An 
Ecological History of India (Delhi 1992) and also Ecology and 
Equity. The Use and Abuse of Nature in Contemporary India 
(London 1995); also Guha, The Unquiet Woods. Ecological 
Change and Peasant Resistance in the Himalaya (Delhi 1989), 
and ed., Social Ecology (Delhi 1994). 

David Arnold and Ramachandra Guha, eds., Nature, Culture, Im-
perialism. Essays on the Environmental History of South Asia 
(Delhi 1995). 

Mark Harrison, Public Health in British India. Anglo-Indian 
Preventive Medicine, 1859-1914 (Cambridge 1994). 

Ira Klein, ‘Plague, policy and popular unrest in British India’, 
Modern Asian Studies 22 (1988) and ‘Urban development and 
death: Bombay city, 1870-1914’, Modern Asian Studies 20 
(1986). 

I. J. Catanach, ‘Poona politicians and the plague’, in J. Masselos, 
ed., Struggling and Ruling. The Indian National Congress, 
1885-1985 (London 1987), and ‘Plague and the tensions of 
empire, 1896-1918’, in D. Arnold, ed., Imperial Medicine and 
Indigenous Societies (Manchester 1988), and ‘Plague and the 
Indian village’, in Robb, Rural India. 

 
(11) De-industrialisation and under-development? 
 
C.A. Bayly, Rulers, Townsmen and Bazaars, pp.229-62. 
J. Krishnamurti, ‘Deindustrialisation in Gangetic Bihar 

during the nineteenth century: another look at the ev-
idence’, Indian Economic and Social History Review 
22 (1986) 

Tirthankar Roy, ed., Cloth and Commerce. Textiles in 
Colonial India (New Delhi 1996), esp. introduction. 

Clive Dewey, ‘The Government of India’s ‘new indus-
trial policy”’, in Chaudhuri and Dewey, Economy and 
Society; and ‘The end of the imperialism of free 
trade’, in Dewey and Hopkins, The Imperial Impact. 

 
Frank Perlin, ‘Proto-industrialisation and pre-colonial South 

Asia’, Past and Present xcviii (1983). 
Neil Charlesworth, British Rule and the Indian Economy 1800-

1914 (Studies in Economic and Social History; London 1982), 
pp.1-31 & 44-55. 

Clive Dewey, ed., Arrested Development in India (New Delhi 
1988); essays by Simmons, Stein, C. and S. Bayly, Specker and 
Newman. 

Clive Dewey and A.G. Hopkins, eds., The Imperial Impact. Stud-
ies in the economic history of Africa and India (London 1978). 

K.N. Chaudhuri and C.J. Dewey, eds., Economy and Society. Es-
says in Indian economic and social history (Delhi 1985). 

Burton Stein and Sanjay Subrahmanyam, eds., Institutions and 
Economic Change in South Asia (Delhi 1996). 

Rajat K. Ray, ed., Entrepreneurship and Industry in India, 1800-
1947 (Oxford in India Readings: Themes in Indian History; 
Delhi 1992), esp. pp.1-69; and Industrialisation in India. 
Growth and conflict in the private corporate sector, 1914-47 
(Delhi 1979). 

Bipan Chandra, The Rise and Growth of Economic Nationalism in 
India...1880-1915 (New Delhi 1966). 

A.K. Bagchi, The Presidency Banks and the Indian Economy, 
1876- 1914 (Delhi 1989); ‘Colonialism and the nature of 
“capitalist” enterprise in India’, Economic and Political Weekly 
(30 July 1988), pp.PE-38-48; and ‘Deindustrialisation in 
Gangetic Bihar, 1809-1901’ in Barun De, ed., Essays in 
Honour of Prof. S.C. Sarkar (Delhi 1976). 

Marika Vicziany, ‘The deindustrialisation of India in the nine-
teenth century’, Indian Economic and Social History Review 16 
(1979). 

Daniel Thorner, ‘De-industrialisation in India 1881-1921’ in D. 
and Alice Thorner, Land and Labour in India (Bombay 1965). 

C. Simmons, ‘“De-industrialization”, industrialization and the In-

dian economy 1850-1947’, Modern Asian Studies 19, 3 (1985), 
reprinted in R. Jeffrey et al., eds., India. Rebellion to Republic 
(New Delhi 1990) 

W.J. Macpherson, ‘Economic development in India under the 
British crown 1858-1947’, in A.J. Youngson, ed., Economic 
Development in the Long Run (London 1976). 

B.R. Tomlinson, ‘India and the British empire, 1880-1935’, In-
dian Economic and Social History Review 12, 4 (1975); and 
The Political Economy of the Raj, 1914-47 (London 1979). 

A.K. Banerji, Aspects of Indo-British Economic Relations, 1858-
98 (Bombay 1982). 

S. Ambirajan, Political Economy and Monetary Management 
(Madras 1984). 

M.D. Morris, ‘Private industrial investment on the Indian sub-
continent’, Modern Asian Studies 8 (1978); and ‘Values as an 
obstacle to economic growth in South Asia’, Journal of 
Economic History xxvii (1967). 

A.D. Gordon, Businessmen and politics. Rising nationalism and a 
modernising economy in Bombay, 1918-1939 (Delhi 1978). 

Claude Markovits, Indian Business and Nationalist Politics 1931-
39. The indigenous capitalist class and the rise of the Congress 
Party (Cambridge 1985). 

G. Balachandran, John Bullion’s Empire (Richmond, Surrey 
1997). 

Dietmar Rothermund, India in the Great Depression, 1929-39 
(New Delhi 1992). 

 
(13) Labour politics 
 
Dipesh Chakravarty, Rethinking Working Class History: 

Bengal 1890-1914 (Delhi 1989). 
R. Chandavarkar, The Origins of Industrial Capitalism 

in India. Business strategies and the working classes in 
Bombay, 1900-1940 (Cambridge 1994), esp. pp.1-20. 

Rajat Kanta Ray, Social Conflict and Political Unrest in 
Bengal 1875-1927 (Delhi 1984), pp.11-39 and En-
trepreneurship and Industry in India 1800-47 (Delhi 
1992), pp.1-69. 

Subho Basu, ‘Strikes and “communal” riots in Calcutta 
in the 1890s: industrial workers, bhadralok 
nationalist leadership and the colonial state’, Modern 
Asian Studies 32, 4 (1998). 

 

C. Dobbin, Urban Leadership in Western India. …Bombay city 
1840-1885 (Oxford 1972). 

D. Haynes, ‘From avoidance to confrontation? …Surat, 1600-
1924’ in Haynes & Prakash, eds. Contesting Power. 

B. R. Tomlinson, The Economy of Modern India, pp.93-155, and 
The Political Economy of the Raj, 1914-47. The economics of 
decolonization (London 1979). 

Peter Robb, ‘Labour in India, 1860-1920: typologies, change and 
regulation’, Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society (1994); and 
ed., Dalit Movements and the meanings of Labour in India Ox-
ford 1993. 

M.D. Morris, The Emergence of an Industrial Labor Force in In-
dia. A study of the Bombay cotton mills 1854-1947 (Berkeley 
1965); and Kumar, ed., Cambridge Economic History of India 
vol.2, ch.7. 

R.S. Rungta, The Rise of Business Corporations in India, 1851-
1900 (Cambridge 1970). 

D.H. Buchanan, The Development of Capitalist Enterprise in In-
dia (New York 1934). 

D.R Gadgil, The Industrial Evolution of India in Recent Times 
(5th ed.; Delhi 1971). 

Rajat Kanta Ray, Urban Roots of Indian Nationalism: pressure 
groups and conflict of interests in Calcutta city politics, 1875-
1939 (Delhi 1979). 

D.W. Rudner, Caste and Capitalism in Colonial India. 
…Nattukottai Chettiars (Berkeley 1994), chs.4 & 7. 

Gyan Prakash, The World of the Rural Labourer in Colonial India 

 



Masters Programme, Department of History, SOAS EVOLUTION OF THE STATE AND POLITICS IN COLONIAL INDIA 7 

(Oxford in India Readings: Themes in Indian History; Delhi 
1992). 

Shahid Amin, Sugarcane and Sugar in Gorakhpur (Delhi 1984). 
 
(13) Ideological reactions—Bengal 
 
David Kopf, British Orientalism and the Bengal Renais-

sance. The dynamics of Indian modernization 1773-
1835 (Berkeley 1969), pp.178-213 & 253-72. 

S.N. Mukherjee, ‘Class, caste and politics in Calcutta, 
1815-38’ in Edmund Leach and Mukherjee, eds., 
Elites in South Asia (Cambridge 1970), pp.33-78. 

Tapan Raychaudhuri, Europe Reconsidered. Perceptions 
of the West in nineteenth-century Bengal (Delhi 1988), 
pp.ix-xiv & 1-25, and passim. 

Partha Chatterjee, ‘The disciplines in colonial Bengal’, 
in Chatterjee, ed., Texts of Power. Emerging Disci-
plines in Colonial Bengal (Calcutta1995). 

 

M.M. Ali, The Bengali Reaction to Christian Missionary Activi-
ties 1833-1857 (Chittagong 1965). 

C.H. Philips and M.D. Wainwright, eds., Indian Society and the 
Beginnings of Modernisation, c.1830-1850 (London 1976). 

Rajat Ray, ‘Evolution of the professional structure in modern In-
dia: older and new professions in a changing society’, Indian 
Historical Review 9, 1-2 (1982-3), pp.122-92. 

V.C. Joshi, Rammohan Roy and the Process of Modernization in 
India (Delhi 1975). 

G.D. Bearce, British Attitudes towards India (Oxford 1961). 
Partha Chatterjee, The Nation and its Fragments (Delhi 1994), 

chs.3-5. 
Sudipta Kaviraj, The Unhappy Consciousness. Bankimchandra 

Chattopadhyay and the formation of nationalist discourse in In-
dia (Delhi 1995), chs. 3 and 4. 

Sumanta Banerjee, The Parlour and the Streets. Elite and popular 
culture in nineteenth century Calcutta (Calcutta 1989). 

Pradip Sinha, ed., The Urban Experience. Calcutta (Cal-
cutta1987). 

W.M. Gunderson, ‘Modernization and cultural change…the Ben-
gali intelligentsia’ in E.C. Dimock, ed., Bengal: literature and 
history (Michigan 1967). 

A.F. Salahuddin Ahmed, Social Ideas and Social Change in Ben-
gal, 1918-57 (London 1965). 

K.N. Panikkar, ‘The intellectual history of colonial India’ in 
Sabyasachi Bhattacharya and Romila Thapar, eds., Situating 
Indian History (Delhi 1986). 

D.A. Kopf, The Brahmo Samaj and the Shaping of the Modern In-
dian Mind (Princeton 1979). 

John McGuire, The Making of a Colonial Mind…Calcutta 1857-
85 (Canberra 1983). 

 
(14) Women and modernisation 
 
Julia Leslie, ‘Suttee or sati: victim or victor’, in Arnold 

and Robb, eds., Institutions and Ideologies. 
Rosalind O’Hanlon, ‘Issues of widowhood: gender and 

resistance in colonial Western India’ in Douglas 
Haynes and Gyan Prakash, eds, Contesting Power: re-
sistance and everyday social relations in South Asia 
(Delhi 1991) (see also the essay by Oldenburg) and 
O’Hanlon, A Comparison between Women and Men: 
Tarabai Shinde and the critique of gender relations in 
colonial India (Madras 1994). 

Partha Chatterjee, The Nation and its Fragments (Delhi 
1994), chs.6-7. 

 

*Geraldine Forbes, Women in Modern India (Cambridge 1997). 
South Asia Research 12, 1 & 2 (1992) articles by Jim Masselos, 

Padma Anagol-McGinn, Yasmin Hossain, Indira Chowdhury-

Sengupta and Sumathi Ramaswamy. 
Kumkum Sangari and Sudesh Vaid, eds, Recasting Women: es-

says in colonial history (New Delhi 1989). 
Lata Mani, ‘The production of an official discourse on sati in 

early nineteenth-century Bengal’, Economic and Political 
Weekly 21 (April 1986), pp.WS32-40 and ‘Contentious tradi-
tions: the debate on sati in colonial India’, in Sangari and Vaid, 
Recasting Women. 

Lucy Carroll, ‘Law, custom and statutory social reform. The 
Hindu Widows’ Remarriage Act of 1856’, Indian Economic 
and Social History Review 20, 4 (1983). 

Dagmar Engels, Beyond Purdah? Women in Bengal 1890-1939 
(Delhi 1996); ‘The Age of Consent Act of 1891: colonial ideo-
logy in Bengal’, South Asia Research 3, 2 (1985); and ‘The 
politics of childbirth: British and Bengali women in contest’, in 
Robb, ed., Society and Ideology.  

Tanika Sarkar, ‘Rhetoric against the age of consent: resisting 
colonial reason and the death of a childwife’, Economic and 
Political Weekly (4 September 1993), and ‘The Hindu wife and 
the Hindu nation: domesticity and nationalism in nineteenth 
century Bengal’, Studies in History 8, 2 (1992). 

Meredith Borthwick, The Changing Role of Women in Bengal, 
1849-1905 (Princeton 1984) and ‘The Bhadramahila and 
changing conjugal relations in Bengal’, in M. Allen and S.N. 
Mukherjee, eds, Women in India and Nepal (Canberra 1982).  

Ghulam Murshid, Reluctant Debutant: responses of Bengali 
women to modernization (Rajshahi 1983). 

Sonia Nishat Amin, The World of Muslim Women in Colonial 
Bengal, 1876-1939 (Leiden 1996). 

Prem Chowdhry, The Veiled Woman. Shifting gender equations in 
rural Haryana, 1880-1990 (Delhi 1994). 

Gail Minault, Secluded Scholars: women’s education and Muslim 
social reform in colonial India (New Delhi 1998). 

D.D. Karve, ed., The New Brahmans: five Maharashtrian families 
(Berkeley 1963), pp.1-104. 

Stanley Wolpert, Tilak and Gokhale (Berkeley 1962), pp.45-63. 
Padma Anagol McGinn, ‘Sexual harassment in India: a case study 

of eve-teasing in historical perspective’ in Clare Brant and Yun 
Lee Too, eds, Rethinking Sexual Harassment (London 1994). 

Ritu Menon and Kamla Bhasin, ‘Recovery, rupture, resistance: 
Indian state and abduction of women during partition,’ 
Economic and Political Weekly, 28 (24 April 1993). 

Sudipta Kaviraj, The Unhappy Consciousness, chs.2 and 3. 
Ashis Nandy, The Intimate Enemy: loss and recovery of self 

under colonialism (Delhi 1983). 
 
(15) ‘Hindu-ism’ and local politics 
 
Kenneth W. Jones, Socio-Religious Movements in British 

India (New Cambridge History of India, III.i; Cam-
bridge 1989), pp.25-47, 72-82, 85-121 & 135-51. 

David Hardiman, ed., Peasant Resistance in India 1858-
1914 (Oxford in India Readings: Themes in Indian 
History; Delhi 1992), pp.1-59. 

William R. Pinch, Peasants and Monks in British India 
(Berkeley 1996). 

 

D.G. Mandelbaum, Society in India, especially vol.2 (Berkeley 
1970). 

Duncan Forrester, Caste and Christianity (London 1980). 
G. Pandey, ‘Rallying round the cow: sectarian strife in the Bho-

jpuri region, c.1888-1917’ in R. Guha, ed., Subaltern Studies II 
(Delhi 1983). 

P. Robb, ‘The challenge of Gau Mata’, Modern Asian Studies 20, 
2 (1986) and ‘Officials and non-officials as leaders...’ in B.N. 
Pandey, ed., Leadership in South Asia (Delhi 1977); both also 
in The Evolution of British Policy towards Indian Politics. 

Sandria B. Freitag, ed., Culture and Power in Banaras. Commu-
nity, performance and environment, 1800-1980 (Berkeley 
1989). 

C.H. Heimsath, Indian Nationalism and Hindu Social Reform 

 



Masters Programme, Department of History, SOAS EVOLUTION OF THE STATE AND POLITICS IN COLONIAL INDIA 8 

(Princeton 1964). 
J.R McLane, Indian Nationalism and the Early Congress 

(Princeton 1977). 
Kenneth W. Jones, Arya Dharm. Hindu consciousness in nine-

teenth-century Punjab (Berkeley 1976). 
Richard G. Fox, Lions of the Punjab. Culture in the making 

(Berkeley 1990). 
D. D. Karve, ed., The New Brahmans. 
Stanley Wolpert, Tilak and Gokhale (Berkeley 1952) 
Richard Cashman, The Myth of the Lokamanya. Tilak and mass 

politics in Maharashtra (Berkeley 1975). 
Richard Tucker, ‘Hindu traditionalism and nationalist ideologies 

in nineteenth century Maharashtra’, Modern Asian Studies 10 
(1976). 

F. Conlon, A Caste in a Changing World. The Chitrapur Saraswat 
Brahmans 1700-1935 (Berkeley 1977). 

 
(16) Non-Brahmanism 
 
Rosalind O’Hanlon, Caste, Conflict and Ideology. Ma-

hatma Jotirao Phule and low caste protest in nine-
teenth-century western India (Cambridge 1985). 

 

C. Heimsath, Indian Nationalism and Hindu Social Reform 
(Princeton 1964). 

Gail Omvedt, Cultural Revolt in a Colonial Society: the non-
Brahman movement in western India 1873-1930 (Bombay 
1976). 

Eleanor Zelliot, ‘Learning the use of political means: the Mahars 
of Maharashtra’, in R. Kothari, ed., Caste in Indian POlticis 
(New De;lhi 1970); and ‘Religion and legitimation in the 
Mahar movement’ in Bardwell Smith, ed. Religion and 
Legitimation in South Asioa (Leiden 1978). 

David Hardiman, The Coming of the Devi. Adivasi Assertion in 
Western India (Delhi 1995). 

David Ludden, Peasant History in South India (Princeton 1985). 
S.S. & C. Sivakumar, ‘The meaning of social order in the Tamil 

country’, in P. Robb, ed., Meanings of Agriculture (Delhi 
1996). 

Pamela Price, Kingship and Political Practice in Colonial India 
(Cambridge 1997). 

Eugene Irshick, Politics and Social Conflict in South India 
(Berkeley 1978). 

R.L. Hardgrave, The Dravidian Movement (Bombay 1965) and 
The Nadars of Tamilnad (Berkeley 1969). 

D.A. Washbrook, ‘The development of caste organization in 
south India, 1880-1925’ in Baker and Washbrook, South India 
(Delhi 1975); ‘Ethnicity and racism in colonial Indian society’, 
in Robert Ross, ed., Racism and Colonialism (The Hague 
1982); and The Emergence of Provincial Politics. The Madras 
Presidency 1870-1920 (Cambridge 1976). 

Dagmar Hellman-Rajanayagam, ‘Is there a Tamil “race”?’ in P. 
Robb, ed., The Concept of Race in South Asia. 

C.J. Baker, The Politics of South India, 1920-1937 (Cambridge 
1975); and ‘Leading up to Periyar’ in B.N. Pandey, ed., 
Leadership in South Asia (New Delhi 1977). 

Marguerite Ross Barnett, The Politics of Cultural Nationalism in 
South India (Princeton 1976). 

Mark Juergensmeyer, Religion and Social Vision. The movement 
against untouchability in 20th-century Punjab (Berkjeley 
1982). 

S. Bandyopadhyay, Caste, Protest and Identity in Colonial India. 
The Namasudras of Bengal, 1872-1947 (Richmond, Surrey 
1997). 

 
(17) Religious ‘communities’—the case of the Muslims 
 
Susan Bayly, Saints, Goddesses and Kings. Muslims and 

Christians in South Indian society, 1700-1900 
(Cambridge 1989). 

D. Lelyveld, Aligarh’s First Generation. Muslim solidar-

ity … (Princeton 1978), pp.3-16 & 102-46. 
Francis Robinson, Separatism among Indian Muslims. 

The politics of the United Provinces’ Muslims 1860-
1923 (Cambridge 1974), pp.33-66 & 133-74. 

 

Richard M. Eaton, The Rise of Islam and the Bengal Frontier, 
1204-1760 (Berkeley 1993), 

Aziz Ahmed, Islamic Modernism in India and Pakistran 1857-
1964 (London 1967). 

Francis Robinson, ‘The ulama of the firangi mahal and their adab’ 
in B. Metcalf, ed., Moral Conduct and Authority in South Asia 
(Berkeley 1984). 

B. Metcalf, Islamic Revival in British India: Deoband 1860-1900 
(Princeton 1982). 

C. Troll, Sir Saiyyid Ahmed Khan (Delhi 1978). 
M.S. Jain, The Aligarh Movement (Agra 1965). 
W. Cantwell Smith, Modern Islam in India (London 1946). 
B. Chandra, ‘Communal consciousness in late 19th century Hindi 

literature’, and other essays in M. Hasan, ed., Communal and 
Pan-Islamic Trends in Colonial India (2nd ed. Delhi 1985). 

Mushirul Hasan, Nationalism and Communal Poltiics in India 
(Delhi 1991, 2nd ed.) 

Sandria Freitag, Collective Action and Community. Public arenas 
and the emergence of communalism in North India (Berkeley 
1989). 

Gyanendra Pandey, The Construction of Communalism in Colo-
nial North India (Delhi 1990). 

Rafiuddin Ahmed, Bengal Muslims 1871-1906. A quest for iden-
tity (Delhi 1981). 

Jayanti Maitra, Muslim Politics in Bengal 1855-1906 (Calcutta 
1984). 

Stephen Dale, Islamic Society on the South Asian Frontier 
(Oxford 1980). 

G. Minault, The Khilafat Movement. Religious symbolism and po-
litical mobilization in India (Delhi 1982). 

R. O’Hanlon, ‘Historical approaches to communalism’ in P.Robb, 
ed., Society and Ideology (Delhi 1993). 

*Peter van der Veer, Religious Nationalism. Hindus and Muslims 
in India (Berkeley 1994). 

 
(17) Political parties and alternative identities 
 
Francis Robinson, Separatism among Indian Muslims, 

pp. 345-56; and ‘The Congress and the Muslims’ in 
P.R. Brass and Robinson, eds., Indian National 
Congress and Indian Society 1885-1985. (Delhi 1987). 

Ian Talbot, ‘Muslim political mobilisation in rural 
Punjab’ in Peter Robb, ed. Rural India (Delhi 1992), 
pp.243-72 (or London 1983, pp.244-74). 

Ayesha Jalal, The Sole Spokesman. Jinnah, the Muslim 
League and the demand for Pakistan (Cambridge 
1985, 1994), pp.1-34. 

Farzana Shaikh, Community and Consensus in Islam. 
Muslim representation in colonial India, 1860-1947 
(Cambridge 1989), pp.1-9 & 194-227. 

 

*M. Hasan, ed., India’s Partition. (Themes in Indian History; 
Delhi 1994). 

*Peter van der Veer, Religious Nationalism. Hindus and Muslims 
in India (Berkeley 1994). 

D. Page, Prelude to Partition. The Indian Muslims…1930-2 (New 
Delhi 1982). 

R.J. Moore, The Crisis of Indian Unity (Oxford 1977). 
Suranjan Das, Communal Riots in Bengal 1905-47 (Oxford 1994). 
Joya Chatterji, Bengal Divided. Hindu communalism and 

partition 1932-1947 (Cambridge 1994). 
Tazeen Murshid, The Sacred and the Secular. Bengal Muslim 

Discourses 1871-1977 (Calcutta 1995), pt.1. 
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 Some additional topics 
 Agrarian history: 
  
 W.C. Neale, Economic Change in Rural India. Land tenure and 

reform in Uttar Pradesh 1800-1955 (New Haven 1962).  
 Peter Robb, ed., Rural India. Land, power and society under 

British rule (London 1983; Delhi 1992); ‘Peasants’ choices? 
Indian agriculture and the limits of commercialisation in nine-
teenth- century Bihar’, Economic History Review XLV, 1 
(1992); ‘Bihar, the colonial state and agricultural development 
in India 1880-1920’, Indian Economic and Social History Re-
view 25, 2 (1988); and, ed., Meanings of Agriculture. Essays in 
South Asian history and economics (Delhi 1996). 
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