Summary of the Student Academic Affairs Board’s deliberations concerning general education at Lewis and Clark College, and its recommendations to the General Education Task Force. 

Meaning and Purpose of General Education at Lewis and Clark College


The Student Academic Affairs Board (SAAB) feels that the meaning and purpose of general education at Lewis and Clark College is sufficiently and fully articulated, and does not require substantial revising or treatment. The college has been successful in outlining and executing its stated goals and aspirations. SAAB holds that the college does a superb job of encouraging students to examine the heritage of Western civilization in a larger comparative and critical context.  With this said, there is still always room for improvement. 

While the meaning and purpose of general education is adequately coherent, SAAB would still like the General Education Task Force to consider a few thoughts when evaluating this crucial portion of academic life at Lewis and Clark. SAAB is of the opinion that students should study, at some point in their college experience, the United States. Considering Lewis and Clark’s international orientation and strong overseas program, a strong awareness of the United State’s cultural and historical heritage could greatly enhance what students’ gain from overseas programs and the campus’ nature. Studying the US would be useful for a comparative approach to other cultures. Ideally, this would be covered in the first year core course. 

SAAB feels that in the interest of producing liberally educated individuals students should take both humanity and a social science course at some point in their college careers. SAAB also finds the division of general education, major requirements and electives along one-third lines to be very appropriate and sensible.


First Year Core-Course

SAAB’s input concerning how a first year core-course should be constructed can be condensed to the following principles:

· A first year core-course should help incoming students develop common bonds with one another in addition to academics at Lewis and Clark.

· This course should cover essential skills required for college and life.

· Professors teaching a field that they are passionate about is paramount to the success of the class.

SAAB holds that if the General Education Task Force recommends retaining a first year core course, in some form or another, there are some aspects that should be incorporated into the course. A first year core course should provide students with a comfortable environment to connect academically to the campus. In the interest of generating cohesion among first year students a first year core course should serve as a unifying experience. One way of promoting this is by having each section operate off of a syllabus with substantial commonality. Having first year students investigate the same material in a first year core course will help students foster deeper bonds with one another. In addition to this, a core course should also cover basic skills needed for college and beyond; i.e. critical reading, writing, research, etc. The introduction of these skills in a core course will prove useful for other courses in addition to encouraging a common experience for first year students. SAAB feels that the core course is the most appropriate setting for the introduction of these skills, and is concerned that attempting to incorporate them elsewhere in the curriculum will prove to be problematic for both students and other parties. 


Although commonality should be a crucial component to a first year core course SAAB feels it is important to allow for a certain degree of flexibility in what is taught. One of the major shortcomings of Inventing America is that some professors grudgingly teach the class, which seriously hampers the classes’ effectiveness. We have a world-class faculty at Lewis and Clark with scholars that are both extremely competent and passionate about their fields and specializations. Faculty teaching a core course should have the opportunity to teach material that they are knowledgeable about and feel will benefit their students. Students should also be presented with more options concerning which professors they will have for this course. Matching professors and students who share a common enthusiasm for a particular subject is a principle that SAAB would like to see this taskforce take to heart when constructing a general education course. 


SAAB holds the issue of teacher enthusiasm for material in a core course to be a very serious issue. We appreciate that it is a very daunting task to construct a course that will incur the support of the entire faculty, but we still urge this task force to devote considerable attention to this issue.

International Studies

SAAB holds that dividing requirement into a Western and non-Western or developed and underdeveloped dichotomy does not fully reflect the complexities inherent in such a field of study. It is very important that students graduate with a deeper understanding and awareness of the international world (particularly a non-Western society), and this can be accomplished in a variety of ways. Students should be granted a degree of flexibility in how they approach this requirement. SAAB also holds that participation in an overseas program often serves to be an invaluable experience, and should be able to serve as the primary, if not full, completion of this requirement. 

