GRAMMAR:  Participial phrases



Name:
Lots of sentences that you find in the reading will be full of participial phrases. It's important to understand their grammar so that you can understand their meaning.

ACTIVE PARTICIPIAL PHRASES (with verb+ing)

(1) If you have a participial phrase beginning with verb+ing, you can assume that the verbs in the phrase and the main clause happen at the same time.  These phrases can sometimes be at the end of the sentence or in the middle.

Watching TV, Bob ate his dinner without even tasting it. 
=Bob was watching TV. At the same time, he ate his dinner without even tasting it.

Honoring the state law, the doctors weaned her off the respirator a little each day, forcing her to labor for every breath. 
=The doctors honored the state law. They weaned her off the respirator a little each day.  They forced her to labor for every breath.

(2) Having at the beginning of a phrase indicates that the participial clearly happened first.

Having finished dinner, Bob started his homework. 
=Bob finished dinner. Then he started his homework.

Having weaned her off the respirator, the doctors allowed her to die.
=The doctors weaned her off the respirator.  Then they allowed her to die.

(3) Being at the beginning of a phrase usually indicates BECAUSE or a reason.
Being tired, Bob fell asleep before he finished his assignments.
Bob fell asleep before he finished his assignments because he was tired.

Being rational animals, human beings have given thought to the question of death.
Because humans are rational animals, we have thought about death.
PASSIVE PARTICIPLES
You will also see phrases beginning with a past participle. These come from passive sentences.  Although sometimes the "…by someone…" is not directly expressed, you can understand the "by someone."  You can also see these beginning with "having been…"
The meaning of the phrase is generally the reason for the main sentence.

Bothered  by the noise of the TV, Bob woke up and went bed. 
 Bob woke up and went to bed because he was bothered by the noise of the TV.

Unprepared for the awful circumstances, my father made the instinctive human choice: Try to save her.     <or>   Having been unprepared for the…
My father made the instinctive human choice to save her because he was unprepared <by her doctors> for the awful circumstances.

EXERCISE:  Look at these sentences from the readings.  The participial verbs and the main verbs are underlined.  Follow these directions:

· Add the subject to the participial verb.
· If the verbs show a time relationship, write a (1) and a (2) above them to show which was first and which was second.  If the verbs happen at the same time, write = above each one.

· If the verbs show a cause/effect relationship, write a <because> in front of the cause.  Add a subject of necessary.

· If the participial phrase is passive and needs an agent, add <by…> and the name of the agent after that verb.

1 Having fought Parkinson's disease for almost 10 years, his mother suffered a massive heart attack.

2 Being in the hospital, she could be revived by extraordinary means.

3 The doctor called his father, demanding that he make a choice.

4 Confused and shocked,  his father made the instinctive choice to save her.

5 Given the prognosis, the family decided to unhook the machines.

6 Respecting state law, the hospital told the family that they could not unhok the machine without a court order.

7 Hearing the word coma the first time, Gerard pictured a state of serenity.

8 Destroyed by unrelieved trauma, her nervous system finally broke down.

9 Lying awake into the small hours of a snowy morning, Gerard listened to the hum of the monitors.

10 Hoping for courage, Gerard thought of turning off the machine.

11 She had to breathe independently, weaned off the respirator.
