Grammar:  Adjective Clauses (also called "relative clauses")

We will look at 3 forms of Adjective Clauses:  regular full form, with the objective prounoun removed, and reduced to adjective phrases.  You have (I hope) studied these before, but looking at sentences from our readings will help you understand complex sentences in the readings.

Part 1:  Full Adjective Clauses.  Underline the adjective clauses.  If you remove the adjective clause, you should have an understandable sentence.

Example:  A wealthy California couple who wanted to have a child sought the services of a fertility clinic in Australia.

1 Mary Sue Davis, who is infertile, had had a series of complications with pregnancy and decided to get help from an infertility clinic.

2 They should work out a custody arrangement for these eggs that requires a constitutional lawyer to babysit.

3 This is why Judge Young and the anti-abortionists who assert that life begins at conception are talking arrant nonsense.

4 Life exists in every genetically coded egg and sperm, most of which are never fertilized at all.
Part 2:  Adjective Clauses with the objective pronoun removed. 

For each sentence, underline the adjective clause and add the missing relative pronoun.

Example:  Mary Sue and Junior Davis found themselves unable to have the
            which
 babies /\ they had hoped for.

1 Others argue that life starts at conception, so that the moment the egg is fertilized in a petri dish, what is produced is human.

2 But one can no more determine the precise instant life begins than the precise instant an infant becomes a toddler. (2 in this one)
3 One might as well try to determine the precise instant a surge of sea water becomes a wave.

4 Mrs. Davis argued that she had gone through a great deal to have the baby she longs for.

5 Technology cannot care for the babies we already have -- millions of whom die every every year of starvation before the age of five.

6 It cannot purify the water and air it has polluted.
Part 3:  Adjective phrases

If the adjective clause begins with a relative pronoun (which, that, who, etc.) and a form of the verb BE, you can remove both of them. Without a verb, this clause is now a phrase.

For each sentence, underline the adjective phrase and add the missing relative prounoun and BE verb.

Example:  Desperate, they resorted to the complicated, painful, costly 

which are

procedures /\involved in in vitro  fertilization.

1 It seems that laws cannot be written fast enough to keep up with the new problems posed by technology.

2 The Davis case has spawned a series of new cases involving the rights to embryos, as well as a national debate over how we view life.

3 The judge must decide whether the Davises' embryos were just frozen lumps, marital property waiting to be divided up, or persons with some legal protection.

4 One shouldn't look at these embryos as merely frozen lumps contending for definition.

5 Technology cannot prevent disastrous oil spills caused by human stupidity and greed.

6 In the meantime, The California courts have refused any inheritance to the embryos, based on a California state law requiring that beneficiaries to an estate to be born or in utero at the time of the parents' death.

