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ROBERT J. MILLER 
10015 S.W. Terwilliger Blvd. 

Portland, Oregon 97219 
(503) 768-6821 – Rmiller@lclark.edu 

 
 

EDUCATION 
 
Lewis & Clark Law School 
J.D. 1991 - Magna cum laude 
    Natural Resources Merit Scholarship 
    American Indian Graduate Center Scholarship 
    Cornelius Honor Society 
    Class Standing:  3/95 
    AM JUR Awards: Criminal Procedure, Corporations, and Torts 
 
Eastern Oregon University 
B.S. 1988 - GPA:  3.95 
 
 
 

EXPERIENCE 
 
Assistant, Associate & Full Professor 1999 – present 
Lewis & Clark Law School 
Tenured 2005 
 
Instructor   2001 – 2009 
Portland State University Institute for Tribal Government 
Teaching Indian law to tribal councils & federal agencies 
 
Adjunct Professor    
Lewis & Clark Law School  1993 - 1998 
Federal Indian Law, Native Natural Resources, Clinical Seminars 
 
Portland State University 
Indian Tribes as Sovereign Governments 1996 & 1999 
  
Tribal Judge    
Northwest Intertribal Court System (1995 – present) 
Justice & Chief Justice, Court of Appeals Confederated Tribes 
of Grand Ronde (2001 – present) 
 
Attorney at Law  1995 - 1999 
Hobbs, Straus, Dean & Walker, LLP 
 
Attorney at Law  1992 - 1995 
Stoel Rives Boley Jones & Grey 
 
Judicial Law Clerk  1991 - 1992 
Judge O’Scannlain, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit 
 
Head Law Clerk & Law Clerk  1989 - 1991 
United States Attorney’s Office for the District of Oregon 
Supervised fourteen law clerks 
Prosecuted petty offenses 
Drafted appellate briefs, motions and memoranda 
 
Jim Miller Used Cars, Inc.  1968 – 1987 
 
 
 
 

ACTIVITIES 
 
Board of Directors  2009 – present   
Oregon Historical Society 
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Eastern Shawnee Representative  2003-2006 
Circle of Tribal Advisors, National Council of the Lewis & Clark Bicentennial 
 
Board of Directors  2002 – present   
Tribal Leadership Forum, president 2007 - 2009 
 
Board of Directors   1998 – present; secretary 2006 - present  
Oregon Native American Business & Entrepreneurial Network 
 
Board of Directors   1995 - 2004 
National Indian Child Welfare Association, Inc. 
 
Board of Trustees   1999 - 2001 
Eastern Oregon University Foundation 
 
Organizer, Executive Committee Member, and Chair  1993 - 1999 
Oregon State Bar Indian Law Section 
 
Federal Practice & Procedure Committee  1992 - 1995 
Oregon State Bar    
 
 
AUTHOR 
 

Native America, Discovered and Conquered: Thomas Jefferson, 
Lewis & Clark, and Manifest Destiny (Praeger Publishers Sept. 2006; 
Paperback Univ. Neb. Press, April 2008) 
 
American Indian Entrepreneurs: Unique Challenges, Unlimited Potential, 40 
Ariz. St. L.J. 1297 (2009) 
 
Inter-tribal and International Treaties for American Indian Economic 
Development, 12 Lewis & Clark L. Rev. 1103 (2008) 
 

   The Doctrine of Discovery in American Indian Law, 42 Idaho L. Rev. 1 (2005) 
  
   Chapter, Tribal Cultural Self-Determination and the Makah Whaling 
   Culture, in Sovereignty Matters (Univ. Neb. Press 2005) 
 
   The Doctrine of Discovery, We Proceeded On 26 (August 2004) 
 
   Agents of Empire: Another look at The Lewis and Clark Expedition, Oregon 
   State Bar Bulletin 35(February/March 2004)    

 
 A New Perspective on the Indian Removal Period, 38 Tulsa L. Rev. 181    
(2002) 

   
   Economic Development in Indian Country: Will Capitalism or Socialism      
   Succeed?, 80 Or. L. Rev. 757 (2002)   
 
   Exercising Cultural Self-Determination: The Makah Indian Tribe Goes 

Whaling, 25 Am. Indian L. Rev. 165 (2001) 
 
Oregon State Bar CLE, Pleading and Practice in Tribal Courts, Oregon  
Pleading and Practice chpt. 44 (1998, & Supplements 2001 & 2006) 
 

   Are you a Lobbyist Under the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995? 
   Oregon State Bar Bulletin (April 1996).  Reprinted in The Journal  
   of the Kansas Bar Association (August 1996) 
   Amended Federal Rule 11: Sanctions and Safe Harbors, Litigation Journal  
   (June 1994) 
 
   American Indian Influence on the United States Constitution 
   and its Framers, 18 Am. Indian L. Rev. 133 (1993) 
 
   Speaking with Forked Tongues: Indian Treaties, Salmon, and the 
   Endangered Species Act, 70 Or. L. Rev. 543 (1991) 
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   Indian Hunting and Fishing Rights, 21 Envtl. L. 1291 (1991) 
 
   Correcting Supreme Court Errors: American Indian Response to Lyng v. 
   Northwest Indian Cemetery Protective Ass’n, 20 Envtl. L. 1037 (1990) 
 
 
CO-AUTHOR 
 
   An Indigenous Lens into Comparative Law: The Doctrine of Discovery in  
   the United States and New Zealand, 111 West Virginia L. Rev. __ (2009)  
 
   American Indian Nations, Indian Treaties, and Tribal Sovereignty, NY  
   State Bar, Government, Law and Policy Journal 9 (Spring 2006) 
 
   Chapters - Indian Property Rights and American Federalism and  
   Sovereignty Can be a Liability, in Self-Determination: The Other  
   Path for Native Americans (Stanford Univ. Press 2006) 
 
   Can a Sovereign Protect Investors From Itself? Tribal Institutions to Spur  
   Reservation Investment, 8 J. Small & Emerging Bus. L. 173 (2004)  
 

Oregon State Bar CLE, Doing Business with Indian Tribes, 3 Advising  
Oregon Businesses chpt. 51 (1998, & Supplements 2002 & 2008) 
 
The New Indian Housing Act and Its Environmental Implications, American 
Bar Ass’n Conference (1997) 
 

   The “Drunken Indian” - Myth Distilled into Reality through Federal 
   Indian Alcohol Policy, 28 Ariz. State L.J. 223 (1996) 
 
   Oregon State Bar CLE, Rule 11 Sanctions, Federal Civil Litigation 
   in Oregon (1994 & Supp. 1998) 
 
   Discipline for Sanctionable Conduct, Oregon State Bar Bulletin  
   (October 1994) 
 
 
MAJOR SPEECHES & PRESENTATIONS 
 

Keynote speaker “New Worlds, New Sovereignties,” University of Melbourne, 
June 2008 
 
Oklahoma History Center & Mt. Vernon Association conference, Feb. 2009 
 
Albany Law School, “God and the Land” conference, Oct. 2008 
 
Luncheon & panel speaker, Alaska State Bar CLE, Anchorage, July 2008 
 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Seminars, Portland 2007-08; Idaho 2008; Washington, 
2008, D.C. 2008, San Diego 2009 
 
Book talks – Law Schools, Yale, Michigan, Northwestern, Minnesota, Osgoode 
Hall Toronto, Michigan State, Denver, Colorado, Seattle, Oregon and 
Montana; Dartmouth College, Native American Rights Fund, Indian Land 
Working Group conference, Indian Land Tenure Foundation, Int’l Rights of 
Way conference, Lewis & Clark Nat’l Historical Park, Queensland State 
Library Australia; Portland State Univ., Syracuse Univ., Trent Univ. and 
Carleton University Ontario, LeMoyne College, University of Gloucester 
England; Auburn Seminary Columbia Univ. NY; Ecotrust; Nike; Native American 
Calling radio book of the month December 2006, Albuquerque & Los Angeles 
public radio programs       

  
   The Stories We Tell Symposium, St. Louis Sept. 2006   
 
   Keynote Address, Mashantucket CT, Native American Finance Conf. 2007 
 
   Keynote Addresses, Lewis & Clark Nat’l Signature Events, Astoria, OR, 2005 
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                      and North Dakota, Aug. 2006 
 
   Yakama Nation Theater, April 2006  
 
   Trading at the River, Portland, OR 2005, 2008 
 
   Oregon Historical Soc. 2004; Portland Art Museum, 2005 
 
   Washington State School Directors Conf. 2005 
 
   Diplomacy Symposia, MO. ND. IA. NE. IL. KS. 2003-2008  
 
   Indian Treaties – Seattle, Vancouver, & Walla Walla, Wa. 2005-06 
 
   Oregon Supreme and Appellate Court Judges CLE 2004 
 
   Lewis & Clark Law & College Conferences on Lewis & Clark, 2004 & 2006 
 
   National Lewis & Clark Signature Events KY. KS. MO. IL. OR. 2003-06 
 
   Washington State Bar, Seattle, 2004  
 
   Cody, Wyo. 2003; National Park Service, Tent of Many Voices, 2003-06 
 
   AALS Civil Procedure Conference, New York City, 2003  
 
   Bonneville Power Administration, Portland, 2002, 2003 & 2005 
 
   Sovereignty Symposium XV & XVI, Oklahoma City, 2002 & 2003, 2007 
 
   Idaho State Bar Annual Meeting, 2002   
 
   Oregon Council for the Humanities, Pendleton OR, 2001 
 
   Society of Environmental Journalists, Annual Conf., Portland, 2001 
 
   Willamette University Race & Culture Symposium, 2001 
 
   UC Santa Cruz Sovereignty Symposium, 2000 
 
   Stanford University 7th Annual Native American Research Forum, 2000 
 
   University of Oregon Ocean & Coastal Law Symposium, 2000 
 
   U.S. Housing & Urban Dev. Conf. NM 1998; IL 1999; OR 2000 
 
   Utah State Division of Indian Affairs Conference, 1998 & 1999 
 
   U.S. Small Business Administration Conference, San Diego 1997 
 
   American Bar Association Conference, Albuquerque 1997 
 
   U.S. BLM & Forest Service Seminars, Portland 1996, 2004; Utah 1997  
 
   Affiliated Tribes of NW Indians Conferences 1995, 1996, 1997 & 1999 
 
   National Congress of American Indians, Phoenix 1996; Santa Fe 1997 
 
   Oregon State Bar Seminars, 1995; 1996; 2002; 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009 
 
 
Assisted in Editing:  Two chapters - David H. Getches, Charles F. Wilkinson & 
Robert A. Williams, Jr., Federal Indian Law (3d ed. 1993). 
 
Environmental Law Review   1989 - 1991 
Legal Journal of Northwestern School of Law 
   Research & Development Editor 1990 – 1991 


